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The End of An Era
After 65 years “on the bench” as organist at St Peder’s, Rita Juhl
will be retiring the end of August. To say she has been a gift to this congregation’s regular Sunday worship – and to the songs we offer each week – is
an understatement! Her musicianship
and her faith have served our faith community with excellence over the decades…
and we are more than grateful!
In the meantime, a Search Team
has created a job description (posted on
our website) and has posted the open position in several places. We’re hoping to
have the position filled in September.
Members of the Search Team are Anika
Kildegaard (Choir Director), Leslee
Nestingen, Lisa Rovick, Paul Odegaard,
and Pastor Julie. The Search Team will
make a recommendation to hire to the
Council for their approval of the candidate. Your prayers during this time of
discernment and transition in our congregation are appreciated!
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Celebrate Rita with Us!
We will express our thanksgiving to God and to Rita on Sunday, September 24 in worship and
at a reception at 10:00 in the Fellowship
Hall. (More information will be included in the
September newsletter.)
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• Paint-a-Thon
• Volunteer Opportunities
• August Calendar
• August Volunteer Schedule

THANK YOU!
I’m so grateful for all the prayers and cards and support you’ve given me
since my knee replacement surgery on May 16. All has gone well… the surgery was
successful and recovery without complications. While not exactly the same as my
first procedure (no two knees are the same, they keep telling me!), the outcome has
been very good. I graduated from physical therapy in early July and don’t see my
surgeon again until later in August. Meanwhile, healing continues and I’m most
grateful to be rid of my limp as I work on gaining more strength and flexibility in
my new knee!
I’m thankful, too, for the leadership provided by Shannon Kearns, Peter
Carlson Schattauer, and Rev. Judie Mattison during my absence… as well as all the
staff for the roles they played in covering for me during that time.
I’m glad to be back at work, sharing the ministry of this congregation with
all of you. I hope you are experiencing some time of relaxation and renewal during
these summer months.
Blessings of peace in these August days –
Pastor Julie Ebbesen

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS…
To serve in this way is our mission at St Peder’s - and we’re living out that
mission quite literally with new doors at the front, east, and kitchen entrances to our
building.
The old doors were just not functioning as they should - they put in more
than 50 years of service – so with funds from the Wes Swanson estate and our Building
Fund, we’ve not only replaced the doors, but increased accessibility to our building.
The front and east doors are handicapped accessible… just push the big button whether you’re going out or coming in!
(We’ve also increased accessibility by adding the same “button” to the restroom doors off the Fellowship Hall.)
And, in case you’re wondering, the birds that were mounted on the front door
have been saved and will be re-mounted somewhere by the artist, Nick Legeros.

Basic CPR/AED Certification Course

Saturday, August 26—9 am—12:30 pm
Learn the basic techniques of adult CPR and the use of an AED. Students also learn about using barrier devices in CPR and giving first
aid for choking. The course teaches how to recognize the signs of 4
major emergencies: heart attack, stroke, cardiac arrest, and foreign-body airway obstruction. For up to ten (10) students. We especially encourage our Sunday morning
volunteers to sign up for the training.
St. Peder’s will subsidize the cost for members to attend this course, although it is
open to others for just $59. Sign up in the office! Or contact the office at office@stpeders.org or 612-722-8000.
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An Invitation from..

As an RIC (Reconciling in Christ) congregation, St Peder’s is invited to send two representatives to a workshop
to help Reconciling Works look at where we’ve been, evaluate where we are today, and re-envision a new path for
the future as an RIC community in the Twin Cities.
The workshop will be on August 19, Saturday,
from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. with check-in at
8:30 a.m. at Bethel Lutheran Church, 4120 17th Ave
S, Minneapolis 55407. There is no cost to participate and
lunch will be provided.
If you’d like to participate as a representative
from St Peder’s, please contact Pastor Julie before August 10. Thanks for considering this invitation!

FAITH FORMATION
TEACHERS NEEDED:
Do you want to get more involved in
St. Peder’s ministry to children and
youth? We are looking for FOUR
adults (or two couples) to work with
the 1st through 6th grade children in
the fall. You’ll teach twice every 8
weeks or so. Talk to Shannon about
how to get involved!

Worship in the Courtyard…
Join us one more time for outdoor
worship on Sunday, August 20, at 9:00
a.m. If the weather isn’t cooperating,
we’ll worship in the sanctuary.

PEACE CAMP
This year Peace Camp will be from August 6-9th from 5:30 pm to
8:30pm each day.
Peace Camp is for kiddos ages 3 through leaving 5th grade. Youth from 6th-12th grade
will lead the camp. Our theme will be Wizards & Muggles: Learning to Love! Come join
the wizarding world of Harry Potter! You’ll be sorted into houses, learn about magic, and
explore what it means to be a good wizard in a diverse world.

Registration is now open! You can register online: http://www.stpeders.org/
ministries/children-and-family-ministries/peace-camp/
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Sign up for the Metro Paint-a-thon!
Saturday, August 5th, 2017
This year’s Paint-a-thon is on Saturday August 5th. Join us for a day of hard
work and fun as we serve our community. This annual project helps lowincome seniors and people with permanent physical disabilities continue to
live independently in their own homes. Sign up on the bulletin board. Questions? Contact Dan Vetsch.

Amanda Vetsch to Volunteer in Rwanda with Young
Adults in Global Mission
BLESSING & SEND-OFF CELEBRATION AUGUST 6TH
We are thrilled to share with you that Amanda Vetsch has been appointed by the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America to serve as a volunteer in the ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) program!
Amanda will serve in Rwanda for one year.
We will bless Amanda on Sunday August 6th during worship as she begins a year of ministry
with YAGM. Join us as we bless Amanda, and stay at church for a send-off reception from 11
am—2 pm.
To learn more, or if you’d like to support her financially or in prayer, please check out Amanda’s fundraising
page at support.elca.org/goto/AmandaV. Checks can also be mailed to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
PO Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
Memo: Amanda Vetsch-GCS3374
If you’d like to be on Amanda’s contact list—or have any questions—you may contact her at Amanda.vetsch@gmail.com.

Are You New to St Peder’s?
It’s always a privilege to welcome folks to the life and ministry of this congregation - and we
hope your faith is enriched by your participation at St Peder’s.
If you’d like to learn more about
this community of faith, join Pastor Julie for an overview and some conversation – and refreshments – on Tuesday,
August 22 at 7:00 p.m. We’ll finish up
no later than 8:30.
Please contact Pastor Julie
(pastorjulie@stpeders.org) or the
church office (office@stpeders.org) to
sign-up so we know how many to plan
for.
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Saint Peder's Youth Bonded in
Faith and Adventure in the
Boundary Waters
Five youth (Forest Paulson, Charlie Anderson, Cole Nelsen,
Alaiyah Nelsen-Tobechukwu, and Isabelle Geroux) and three
adult chaperones (Nanette Geroux, Shawna Nelsen, and Dan
Vetsch) had an incredible trip to the Boundary Waters in midJuly through wilderness on Seagull Lake. They were joined by
a wonderful guide
Dani.
Together they canoed, portaged, camped, swam, cooked, fished,
hiked, and bonded on the 6-day trip to the BWCA. Highlights included canoeing through nine lakes, stays on four gorgeous campsites,
campfires and brownies, Eddy Falls, views from the Palisades, hammocking, the sauna, cannonballs and swimming off the rocks, and
time together in faith around the 2017 Wilderness theme of
"fearless". They finished the week with a fabulous meal at the Angry
Trout in Grand Marais. Everyone worked and played hard, helped
each other as needed, and became closer to God and each other
through this experience.
The trip was made possible in part through funding by the Phyllis
Just Adventure Fund at St. Peder's.
(story & photos by Shawna Nelsen)

Come and play games on the
St. Peder’s lawn (if weather
permits, or indoor games if it
doesn’t). We’ll play ladder
ball and yard jenga, Yardzee
(a giant yahtzee game), and
more. Bring your favorite
yard game and a snack to
share!

For all ages!
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Summer Photo Fest
#heartofstpeders

St. Peder’s is now on

We know many of our members are talented with a camera and we’d
love to see your creative side!
This isn’t just any photo contest—it’s about the impact St. Peder’s
has on you and the world. The theme is “The Heart of St.Peders”.
Follow us at @stpedersmpls
Capture a moment, scene, or landscape that you think represents St.
Peder’s at its core. How do you see St. Peder’s members “joyfully
living the gospel” on Sundays and all days? It could be a moment of service and activism, of laughter, or of
caring. Maybe a photo captures how you connect to God, be that on a walk in your neighborhood or on
the North Shore. We invite you to outside the box and explore how your unique gifts, stories and experiences enrich our local church and our global mission. From
selfies to sunsets—your imagination is the limit!
Submit photos by using the hashtag #heartofstpeders on
Instagram and tagging @stpedersmpls and include a brief
caption (100 words or less) about your photo.
You can also submit by email
(office@stpeders.org )or mail in your photos
(8x10 preferred). You can submit as many
photos as you’d like—there’s no limit. All ages
St. Peder’s
are encouraged to participate. Have fun!
Spire. Photo

Please send us your photos before
August 15th. Submission will be featured

by Hung
Brown Ton.

in the September Messenger, and all entries
will be displayed in the halls on Rally Sunday
as we kick-off another year of ministry together. Questions—ask Sarah Zuber office@stpeders.org

QUILTING GROUP
Quilters meet on the first and third Wednesday of
every month. Join us to make quilts which are
sent internationally to refugees and disaster relief
areas through Lutheran World Relief. We serve
the world through our time together—and never
forget to have coffee, tea and treats, too!
August 5th & 19th: 9:30 am -noon
Next month: September 6 & 20

Looking for some great summer reading?
For parents and children to read together:
• Dear Pope Francis (the Pope’s answers to letters from children around
the world)
• The Spy on Noah’s Ark and Other Bible Stories from the Inside Out
(Bible stories with a modern twist!)
• A is for Activist (a rhyming picture book teaching the alphabet and activism)
For older kids and teens:
• Through My Eyes (about an 11-year-old Somali girl refugee in Minneso• The Giver (award-winning young adult novel about utopia—or maybe
not!)
•
•
•

ta)

The God Box (young adult novel about a young man coming to terms with
his sexuality and his place in the church)
One Crazy Summer (youth book about the civil rights movement in the 60s )
Two great trilogies (read one or all 3!): Riordan’s Kane Chronicles (filled
with action and adventure—one of Shannon’s favorites) and The March (the
true story of John Lewis and the Civil Rights Movement—a graphic novel)

For adults:
• Just Mercy (best seller; a Harvard educated black lawyer writes about the death penalty in the U.S.; fastpaced book reads like a Grisham novel)
• A New Reformation (a modern day theo- Mark your calendar!
logian takes a profound look at how Lu• God’s Work, Our Hands: September 10
ther’s call for reform of Christianity can
st
• Rally Sunday: September 17
be reimagined for the 21 century)
• Pastrix (a tattooed, hip Lutheran pastor • Children & Youth Faith Formation resumes: September 24
from Colorado’s messy, beautiful, prayer• Adult Faith Formation resumes: October 1
and-profanity laden narrative about an
• Pub Theology resumes: October 4
unconventional life of faith)

Together in Mission…

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to share our
resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on Christ’s behalf in the
world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the sixth month of 2017. A detailed financial
summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of June
Year to Date

$ 16,419.36
$ 128,653.72

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

24,725.67
151,853.98

Expenses
Month of June
Year to Date

$ 25,055.36
$ 142,074.52

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

24,422.73
145,511.62

Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

$ 12,499.32

SUNDAY SCHOOL
BIRTHDAYS

Claire Jensen 8/3
Alec Peterson 8/4
Austin Bullard 8/6
Elliette Wilson 8/7
Isabelle Geroux 8/8
Juliet Paulson 8/8
Anders Jenson 8/14
Lili Jensen 8/15

AUGUST VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
August 6

Greeters: Lorie Gleason & Deb Zabloski
Ushers: Susan Schnickel & Peter Juhl
Reader: Nick Legeros
Communion Assistants: Shannon Kearns, Karin Buchen, Darrick Jensen
Bread and Wine Provided by: Bob Stanich & Jeanne Schleh
Communion Set Up and Clean Up: Karen Vetsch
Nursery: Shawna Nelsen
Acolyte: Helen Anderson
Counters: Bob Stanich & Tim Anderson
LSS Safe House Dinner for August 7: Allison & Michael O’Day, Jill & Kerry
Audette
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 6
August 13
Greeters: Dwight & Kari Bullard
Ushers: Ed Gleason & Jeremy Anderson
Reader: Dwight Lundeby
Nursery: Joe Munnich
Acolyte: Rasmus Gantriis
Counters: Cameron Jamison & John Skraba
LSS Safe House Dinner for August 14: Judy & Mike Hogan
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 7
August 20– Courtyard Service
Greeters: Bruce Simpson & Lisa Rovick
Ushers: Greta Gantriis & Peter Paulson
Reader: Forest Paulson
Nursery: *volunteer needed*
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Counters: Marcia Rocheleau & Darrick Jensen
LSS Safe House Dinner for August 21: Anne & Nick Legeros, Peter & Sheryl
Juhl
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 8
August 27

Thank you for volunteering your time and
talent at St. Peder’s.
Please try to arrange
your own trades. If
you are pressed for
time or have questions
or concerns, contact
the church office at
612-722-8000 or
office@stpeders.net.
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Greeters: Bob Stanich & Jeanne Schleh
Ushers: Cameron Jamison & Dale Montgomery
Reader: Bob Stanich
Nursery: Chris Anderson
Acolyte: Alice Petersen
Counters: Steve Austin & Julie Ebbesen
LSS Safe House Dinner for August 28: Craig & Marcia Rocheleau, Dwight &
Kari Bullard
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 9

21

20—Courtyard Service
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September Newsletter
Articles due
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10 am Senior Aerobics
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10 am Senior Aerobics
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11:15 am Meals on
Wheels
September Newsletter
Articles due
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11
6 pm Rehearsal

4

Fri

26
9 am CPR/AED
Training

19
Reconciling Works
Workshop 9 am—2
pm at Bethel Lutheran (Mpls)

12
1:30 pm Wedding

5
Metro Paintathon

Sat

ST. PEDER’S
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
ST. PEDER’S AFFIRMS
THE WELCOME OF GOD
TO ALL PERSONS.
St Peder’s welcomes you to a
community of faith nurtured by
God’s abundant grace, Christ’s
peace and the Spirit’s lively
presence! In response to such
love, we open our hearts and
hands and doors to joyfully
serve our neighbor – whether
it’s you or someone across the
world. We invite you to join us
for worship or any activity at the
little church on the corner of
46th Avenue and 42nd Street in
south Minneapolis

St. Peder’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church ELCA
4600 E 42nd St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Phone: 612-722-8000
Fax: 612-722-8068
E-mail: office@stpeders.org

Church Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Julie Ebbesen
Director of Faith Formation &
Outreach: Shannon Kearns
Office Coordinator: Sarah Zuber
Accounts Manager: Debbie Wolking
Anika Kildegaard—Choral Director
Caretaker: Jim Austin

pastorjulie@stpeders.net
faithformation@stpeders.net
office@stpeders.net
bookkeeping@stpeders.net
Rita Juhl - Organist

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

