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500th Anniversary of the Reformation!
Five hundred years ago on October 31, 1517 Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses on
the door of the Wittenburg Church. It was the beginning of a movement that influenced people of faith and society in general.
This anniversary means more than
paying homage to a historic moment - it means claiming the reforming nature of what it means to
be a Lutheran Christian in our time
in history. There’ll be opportunities
in the Twin Cities to observe this
significant anniversary - look for
more information as we receive it.
Meanwhile, you’re invited to attend
the Sunday Morning Adult Faith
Forum at 10:30 am beginning October 1 as we view and discuss the Rick Steve’s video Luther and the Reformation (through Sunday, October 15). Pastor Julie will be the facilitator.
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On Sunday, October 22, we’ll welcome Pastor Morris Wee to the Faith Forum at
10:30. Pastor Wee spent almost a year in Leipzig, Germany in a pastor exchange,
and he’ll share some of his experiences and give us some insight into the Lutheran
Church in Germany today. (Leipzig was part of East Germany, and is the birthplace
of Bach, so it has an intriguing history that influences the life of the church there
today.)
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On Reformation Sunday, October 29 we’ll confirm our three ninth graders at the
9:00 worship service and celebrate with them during the fellowship time afterwards! (There’ll be no Adult Faith Forum that day.)
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Also, please note that our former choir director, Matthew Olson, has written a cantata for the occasion of this anniversary, and it’ll be performed on Sunday, October
15 at Westwood Lutheran Church in St Louis Park. (See the invitation elsewhere in
the newsletter.)
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Adult Faith Formation Returns
Adult Faith Formation returns on October 1 with a four week series on the
Reformation. Plan to attend on Sundays at 10:30 am.

October 1 is Marathon Sunday!
Stop by the front doors to greet our guests from 8:30—11:00 am.

GATHER Bible Study—Tuesday, October 16
9:30-11:00 am

Join us for this monthly opportunity for study, fellowship, and spiritual growth. We meet in the library.
Open to all ages, stages, and genders!

Pub Theology Returns!!
Pub Theology Returns October 4th! 7:00pm at Parkway Pizza.
A special pub theology led by the Rev. Adam K. Rao
Each week at St. Peder's, we read from the Bible. But, in reality, we’re reading from a translation of the Bible. Originally written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, the Bible we know today from “In the beginning”
to “Our Father” is the result of the tireless work of scholars and historians who have tackled the challenges
of translating the ancient languages of the Bible into modern English. During this Pub Theology, we’ll discuss some of the challenges Bible translators face, why there are so many different translations of the Bible
and how they differ from one another, and some practical approaches for better reading and studying the
Bible on your own.
About Rev. Rao:
Rev. Adam K. Rao believes he is called to
lead teams and organizations
that transform people’s lives. That belief
has led him to a winding career in church
ministry, non-profit leadership, and, now,
for-profit social enterprise. He served as a
pastor for more than 6 years in Colorado
and Minnesota before leaving ministry to
launch and lead Exodus Lending, a charitable payday loan refinancing non-profit.
Adam recently graduated with his MBA
from the Carlson School of Management
and now works at Sunrise Banks, a leading
social business, as Senior Associate of Corporate Strategy and Innovation.
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The Rita Juhl Music Fund
In honor of Rita Juhl’s 65 years of faithful service to St Peder’s worship life, a
special music fund has been created to help support musical offerings (choral and
instrumental) here at St Peder’s. If you’d like to make a donation in thanksgiving
to Rita for her musical leadership, you’re welcome to do so at any time. Please
just note that your gift is for the “Rita Juhl Music Fund.” Thanks to all whose
offerings have already been received… we’re off to a great start!

Do we have a new organist yet?
The Search Team is working hard interviewing and
auditioning candidates to fill the vacant organist/
accompanist position at St Peder’s. We’re hoping to
have a new staff member hired this month. Questions?
Talk with Pastor Julie!

Retired Folks Potluck
Don’t miss the potluck luncheon for all retired
folks (and anyone who cares to join us, really!)
on Friday, October 20 at noon! Bring a favorite
dish to share and a friend, too, as we share a meal
and some conversation and companionship.

A Note from Rita—
How can I find the words to express my gratitude for the splendid worship service
and 65-year-retirement party that I experienced on Sunday, Sept. 24? The day was
certainly one of the highlights of my lifetime! The service started with beautiful
organ music, followed by a lovely choir anthem, one of three that we enjoyed during the course of the morning's worship time. And of course, it is a thrill to be a
part of the singing congregation, a congregation that sings exuberantly every Sunday. I don't know how many times I have been told by visitors to St. Peder's: "This
congregation really sings with conviction and joy. It is a treat to hear that! "
We are so fortunate to have the weekly opportunity to hear Pastor Julie's excellent
and thought-provoking sermons, to hear our excellent choir sing for us, to enjoy
our beautiful Moller pipe organ, and to communicate with each other as we share
our worship experiences. I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to do music
ministry with the many pastors and choir directors who have over the years
served so wonderfully well at St. Peder's while I have had organ duties.
My gratefulness also goes to the many planners who arranged for the party following the service. I am so appreciative for the fun I had there. I felt completely
surrounded by the love and good wishes of family and friends, and it was such fun
to sing Lisa Jensen's great song, to be the recipient of the Skaal Song, and to enjoy
the spectacular goodies on the serving table. "Tusind tak" (Danish for a thousand
thanks!) to all of you for helping me celebrate, for the gifts I received, and for a day that will live in my
memory for the rest of my life. Thank you for the cards and gifts and flowers I received. I am stunned by it
all. Incidentally, thank you to the anonymous giver of the lovely birch-bark candle holder and candle,
whoever you are.
To all of you who helped me celebrate this milestone, I can only say, Thank you!

-Rita
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The birds are back!

You may have noticed that the birds
are back on the front doors of St
Peder's. Our thanks to the artist,
Nick Legeros, for modifying them to
fit our new glass doors - and for
mounting them! They're lovely and the name of this creation is
"Evangelical" - representing the
Word as it takes wing from St Peder's out into the world. Enjoy them!

Hat, Mitten & Scarf Collection
The Women of the ELCA Minneapolis Area Synod
are holding their annual Gathering on Friday, October 20th and Saturday, October 21st at Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Hopkins. Sue Schnickel will
attend as a delegate from St. Peder’s.
It has been a long-standing tradition that women
bring in-kind gifts to the Gathering for the host
church. This year we are asked to bring new hats,
new or gently used mittens and scarves. Gethsemane is collecting warm
winter wear for “Resource West” which helps the community by providing Hopkins and Minnetonka school students with winter clothing.
Sue is inviting St. Peder’s members to participate in collecting these
items. A box will be available for these items outside Fellowship Hall.
Sue will bring donated items to the Gathering.

Summer Photo Fest

“The Heart of St. Peder’s”
This summer, St. Peder’s members were asked to use their artistic side to consider what our church community is all about. The theme “The Heart of St.Peders” was intended to help us focus, imagine, and celebrate
how God is at work in our church, neighborhood, and world. Many members sent in photos reflecting moments of relationship and service in our church and worldwide. Others sent in photos that reflect the beauty
of God revealed in nature, or a quiet moment of stillness and simplicity. Over one hundred photos were
submitted and more than forty are on display throughout the fellowship hall and hallway. A picture is
worth a thousand words, and we are grateful for how big our story—and our heart— is here at St. Peder’s.
We thank all those who took the time to reflect on your faith and faith community and share your own
unique perspective with us, especially Mary Trogen, Elizabeth Anderson, Shawna Nelsen, Will Nielsen, Karen Vetsch, and Hung Brown Ton. And many thanks to everyone who helped put together the display. A
few of the photos are featured below. Come and check them out! They will be on display until the end of
October.

4

ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
The Gathering is in Houston Texas from June 27-July
1 (with possibly a travel day on either side). The Gathering is open to all youth in 8th through 12th grade. Registration opens in mid-September, so if you have a youth
who is interested in attending please let Shannon know
ASAP. More details about cost and travel options will be
forthcoming once we get a head count of who is going.

Celebrating Affirmation of Baptism…
Join us on Reformation Sunday as we confirm Helen Anderson,
Rasmus Gantriis, and Cole Nelsen at the 9:00 worship service.
These ninth graders have completed two years of confirmation classes
with Pastor Julie and will be affirming the faith of their baptism in the
midst of the congregation… it is an occasion to celebrate! Remember
them in your prayers at this milestone on their journey of faith and
life… and congratulate them when you get a chance!

7-12th grade FUN NIGHT at church
7pm-10pm: October 20th
Join in for a night of fun and games at the church. We'll play sardines, card games, and end the night with watching a movie and
eating popcorn! All youth in 7th-12th grade are welcome to attend (and to bring friends)!

God’s Work. Our Hands. 2017
Thank you to all who made God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday a success! We packed 16 complete backpacks for senior high youth. These packs will be given to Lutheran Social Services to distribute to teens
in need.
We also packed about 25 Senior Blizzard Kits. These will also be given to Lutheran Social Services.
They’ll be distributed to Seniors when the weather is bad and normal meals can’t be cooked or delivered.
And once again we made lap markers for a walk-a-thon at Howe school. Many hands made light work
of this project and the kiddos thank you!
Thanks to your generosity and helping hands, people in our community will have more
of what they need. This is one of many simple ways that we can be the hands and feet of
Jesus in the world.
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FIBER ARTS GROUP
Fiber Arts meets on the first and third Saturdays of the
month at 2 pm. Whether you are a skilled professional,
someone who is just starting out, or have years of experience please join us. Projects could include knitting, crocheting, cross-stitch, felting, spinning, or weaving and
more. Come share your gifts and talents. For further information, call Melba Granlund.

Dear Friends at St. Peter's Lutheran Church,
In July I had an accident and fractured my sacrum
and have been confined to my apartment. How grateful I am for my dear friends at St. Peters, who have
cheered me with get well cards, calls and prayers. Your prayers have comforted me during my times
of pain, and given me strength when I have felt lonesome and hopeless when it seems I am never going to
heal.
Thank you for your friendship and love.

WEDNESDAY QUILTING GROUP
Join St. Peder’s Quilters as we create quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. No fancy skills required!
If you can tie your shoes, you can quilt. All are
welcome!
WHAT: WEDNESDAY QUILTING GROUP
WHEN: OCTOBER 4 AND 18, 2017
TIME: 930-12 NOON
WHERE: CHURCH FELLOWSHIP ROOM

God Bless you,
Joan Gerth

Celebrate 500 years of Reformation with
Oratory Bach Ensemble—Sunday, October 15 at 3:00 pm
Westwood Lutheran Church | St. Louis Park, MN
Oratory celebrates the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation with the premierof "Sola Fide: A Justice Cantata" by Artistic Director, Matthew J
Olson. The six-movement work explores how the desire for social justice
fueled much of the Reformation
movement, and connects history to
our present successes and challenges
with human equality. The program
also includes J.S. Bach's Cantata 180
all performed within the historical
context of a worship service, complete
with organ works, liturgy, hymnody,
and theological musings.
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Support Relief Efforts through Lutheran Disaster Response
Hurricane Irma and Hurricane Maria were among the most powerful storms ever recorded in the Atlantic,
leaving widespread damage across Florida, Georgia, Puerto Rico, Haiti, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, the U.S. Virgin Islands and other locations in the Caribbean. The scale of the destruction in this regions is severe, affecting countries already battered in the last few years by Hurricane Matthew and earthquakes. As a church, we’re standing by
our neighbors who have been affected as they begin the long road to recovery.
A series of earthquakes in Mexico this month (September 7: 8.1 mag, Sept 19: 7 mag, Sept 23: 6.1 mag) have left
millions affected, thousands injured, and hundreds dead. LDR is coordinating with local partner, Amextra, for reconstruction and psycho-social support in the state of Morelos, Mexico and is also coordinating with other ecumenical
partners for ongoing relief and recovery.
Hurricane Harvey shattered the Gulf Coast with heavy winds and rains and was the most destructive storm to pass
through this area in more than a decade, causing flooding and widespread destruction. Together, we have a strong
history of working with disasters in the Gulf Coast area. Recovery efforts are expected to take years, and Lutheran
Disaster Response will be there to accompany those affected through every phase of this disaster.
Lutheran Disaster Response’s affiliates are collaborating with community leaders and government officials to respond to all these disasters. 100% of donations go directly to providing aid and relief. Please give now to
support this response! Notate your check to “Lutheran Disaster Response” or donate directly online.

Join us for delicious St. Peder’s tradition!
Aebleskiver Breakfast—Sunday November 12th

Don't miss these legendary pancakes at our annual AEBLESKIVER
BREAKFAST after worship (about 10 am) on NOVEMBER 12th.

Together in Mission…
The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone!
Thank you for your offerings through the eighth month of 2017. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for
anyone who’d like to see it.

Income
Month of August

$ 18,404.67

Budget for the month

$

24.725.67

Year to Date

$ 167,683.21

Budget Year to Date

$

201,305.32

Month of August

$ 28,211.56

Budget for the month

$

24,606.06

Year to Date

$ 195.510.33

Budget Year to Date

$

202,757.07

Expenses

Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

$ 16,665.32
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
BIRTHDAYS

Phoebe Anderson 10/15
Cole Nelsen 10/27

OCTOBER VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
October 1
Greeters: John & Doreen Skraba
Ushers: Steve Austin & Paul Aitchison
Acolyte: Cole Nelsen
Reader: John Skraba
Communion Assistants: Tim Anderson, Peter Juhl, Sue Schnickel
Communion Set Up and Clean Up: Sue Schnickel
Nursery: Joe Munnich
Counters: Terri Vetsch & Doreen Skraba
LSS Safe House Dinner for October 2: Kathryn Jensen, Lisa Jensen &
Butch Vossen
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 5
October 8
Greeters: Craig & Marcia Rocheleau
Ushers: Gina Sekelsky & Dale Montgomery
Acolyte: Rasmus Gantriis
Reader: Melba Granlund
Nursery: Julie Ebbesen
Counters: Bob Stanich & Eva Tangen
LSS Safe House Dinner for October 9: Daniel Peterson & Kristin Lerstrom,
John & Doreen Skraba
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 6
October 15
Greeters: John & Doreen Skraba
Ushers: Joe Dynneson & Craig Rocheleau
Acolyte: Alice Petersen
Reader: Marcia Rocheleau
Nursery: Eva Tangen
Counters: Cameron Jamison & Bruce Simpson
LSS Safe House Dinner for October 16: Bill & Judy Anderson
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 7

Thank you for volunteering your time and
talent at St. Peder’s.
Please try to arrange
your own trades. If
you are pressed for
time or have questions
or concerns, contact
the church office at
612-722-8000 or
office@stpeders.net.
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October 22
Greeters: Volunteers Needed
Ushers: Peter Juhl & Paul Aitchison
Acolyte: Helen Anderson
Reader: Volunteer Needed
Nursery: Lauren Jenson & Kate Anderson
Counters: Annalise Munnich & Sue Schnickel
LSS Safe House Dinner for October 23: Kristi Lahti-Johnson & Chuck
Johnson, Curt & Meg Petersen
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 8
October 29 – Reformation & Confirmation Sunday--Worship with
Holy Communion at 9:00 am (ONE service)
Greeters: Alice Bekke & Sue Schnickel
Ushers: Paul Jensen & Butch Vossen
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Reader: Allison O’Day
Communion Assistants: Marcia Rocheleau, Karin Buchen, Craig Rocheleau
Communion Set Up and Clean Up: Judy Hogan & Margaret Lundell
Nursery: Shawna Nelsen
Counters: Jackie West & Darrick Jensen
LSS Safe House Dinner for October 30: Terri Vetsch, Dan & Karen Vetsch
Confirmation Families to serve

12
10 am Senior Aerobics
11: 15 am Meals on
Wheels
7 pm St. Peder’s Choir

26
10 am Senior Aerobics
7 pm St. Peder’s Choir

11
11: 15 am Meals on Wheels
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Confirmation
7 pm Committee Meetings

18
9:30 am Quilters
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
7 pm Council Meeting
Nov Newsletter Articles due

25
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Confirmation
7 pm Council Meeting

Nov 1

10
10 am Senior Aerobics
11: 15 am Meals on
Wheels

17
9:30 am Gather Bible
Study
10 am Senior Aerobics

24
10 am Senior Aerobics

31 Reformation Day

9
11: 15 am Meals
on Wheels
7 pm Sonomento
Rehearsal

16
7 pm Sonomento
Rehearsal

23
7 pm Sonomento
Rehearsal

30
7 pm Sonomento
Rehearsal

9 am Worship
9 am Children & Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:30 am Adult Faith Formation
5-7 pm Songbird Rehearsal

15

9 am Worship
9 am Children & Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:30 am Adult Faith Formation
5-7 pm Songbird Rehearsal
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9 am Worship
9 am Children & Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:30 am Adult Faith Formation

29 Confirmation

9 am Confirmation & Reformation
Service
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
5-7 pm Songbird Rehearsal

10 am Senior Aerobics
*Events in gray italics indicate
outside group building use*

2

10 am Senior Aerobics
7 pm St. Peder’s Choir

19

10 am Senior Aerobics
7 pm St. Peder’s Choir

5

8

10 am Senior Aerobics
6 pm Twin Cities
“Sisters in Crime”

4
9:30 am Quilters
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Confirmation
7 pm Pub Theology @ Parkway
Pizza

7 pm Sonomento
Rehearsal

3

2

Thu

8:30—11 am Marathon Outreach
9 am Worship w/ Holy Communion
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:30 am Adult Faith Formation
5-7 pm Songbird Rehearsal

Wed

1

Tue

Mon

Sun

OCTOBER 2017

3

27

7 pm FUN Night
(7-12th grade)

12 pm Potluck

20

11: 15 am Meals
on Wheels

13

6

Fri

4

28

2 pm Fiber Arts

21

14

2 pm Fiber Arts

7

Sat

ST. PEDER’S
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
ST. PEDER’S AFFIRMS
THE WELCOME OF GOD
TO ALL PERSONS.
St Peder’s welcomes you to a
community of faith nurtured by
God’s abundant grace, Christ’s
peace and the Spirit’s lively
presence! In response to such
love, we open our hearts and
hands and doors to joyfully
serve our neighbor – whether
it’s you or someone across the
world. We invite you to join us
for worship or any activity at the
little church on the corner of
46th Avenue and 42nd Street in
south Minneapolis

St. Peder’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church ELCA
4600 E 42nd St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Phone: 612-722-8000
Fax: 612-722-8068
E-mail: office@stpeders.org

Church Staff:
Pastor: Rev. Julie Ebbesen
pastorjulie@stpeders.org
Director of Faith Formation
& Outreach: Shannon Kearns
faithformation@stpeders.org
Office Coordinator: Sarah Zuber
office@stpeders.org
Accounts Manager: Debbie Wolking bookkeeping@stpeders.org
Choral Director: Anika Kildegaard
Caretaker: Jim Austin

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

