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The Messenger

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
Let ev’ry heart prepare
him room
And heav’n and nature
sing…
As we celebrate the birth
of Christ, may our hearts
and homes and world
welcome this gift of love,
peace, and hope that is
born even now in our
midst!
Blessings in this holy season and in the
new year,

- St Peder’s Staff Jim Austin Sarah Zuber
Deborah Wolking
Shannon Kearns Terrance Olson
Pastor Julie Ebbesen
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A REMINDER: GIFT SUNDAY IS
DECEMBER 3!
As you do your holiday shopping, don’t forget the opportunity we
have at St Peder’s to share our blessings with others. This year’s gifts will
go again to the Center for Victims of Torture and The Division of
Indian Work. Every year, your generosity is received with gratitude by
these organizations!
Sunday, December 3 is GIFT SUNDAY when you’ll be invited to bring your unwrapped gifts or gifts
cards forward as we gather them around the altar. (We do not need wrapping paper or ribbon.)
Gifts for children are given to the Division of Indian Work. Books, games, toys and stuffed animals, as well as outerwear garments, are needed.
Because many refugees are not from cold climates, The Center for Victims of Torture needs outerwear
gifts for adults (gloves, hats, and scarves), thermal underwear – tops and bottoms for both men and women (all sizes), warm socks, and heat packets for hands and feet that are sold at gas stations and sports stores. Many clients use
public transportation in every kind of weather, and waiting for a bus can get cold! Gift cards for Target, etc. so that
the recipients can purchase snow boots and appropriate winter shoes are helpful, too.
If you’d like to help organize the gifts for pick-up and delivery, please contact Pastor Julie.

Worship opportunities for the Advent and Christmas Seasons!
Sunday, December 3

9:00 am Holy Communion, Gift Sunday & Advent Festival

Sunday, December 10

9:00 am worship with Sunday School Christmas Program

Sunday, December 17

9:00 am Song Service with singing around the Christmas tree
reception following worship

Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve:
9:00 am Service of Holy Communion
(no coffee following worship)
2:00 and 5:00 – Festival Worship
3:15 – Danish Service
Sunday, December 31
9:00 am worship
(No Shepherding Group is in charge… bring your leftover
Christmas cookies to share during coffee hour!)
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A CHANGE IN STAFF…
After four years as our Office Coordinator, Sarah Zuber will be resigning the end of December.
She’ll be using her time to pursue more opportunities to teach yoga and expand her music career. Sarah’s been a wonderful asset to our ministry at St Peder’s – and she’ll be missed!
A Search Team (Leslee Nestingen, Shawna Nelsen, Lorie Gleason, and Pastor Julie) has begun
working on updating the job description so it can be posted various places, including our website, as we
search for candidates.
We’ll keep you updated as to our progress in filling this position. If you know of someone who might be interested in serving in
this half-time position that is about 60% administration and 40%
communications, please direct them to our website to view the job
description.
A farewell for Sarah will be coming in the new year – so
watch for more information!

TUSIND TAK!
...to all who made our annual
Aebleskive Breakfast a delicious success! Special thanks to
Lisa Jensen, Sue Nielsen, and
Leslee Nestingen for coordinating this event.

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2018 are on the table in the narthex. Please
take yours home after worship on December 3 or 10. (If you’d like yours mailed
to you, please call Sarah at the church office.)
END OF YEAR OFFERINGS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE
BY WORSHIP, on FRIDAY DECEMBER 31ST.
Our 2017 fiscal year ends that day, and we want to make sure any gifts you intend to
give this year are counted. Thank you, as always, for your generosity!

You’re invited to…

White Elephant Christmas Party
All are welcome to bring a stunning white elephant
gift, a beverage and holiday appetizer or treat to
share , and your sense of humor and holiday spirit!
This year we gather on Saturday, December 16 at
7:00 p.m. at Michael and Allison O’Days’…
4328 44th Ave S, Minneapolis.
Hope to see you there!
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Spiritual Practices for all ages
The start of a new season of the church year (like Advent!) is a great time to re-evaluate what spiritual
practices are in place in your personal life and in the life of your family.
Advent is a time when we wait and prepare for the coming of Jesus. It’s a time when we can re-commit to
spiritual practices that enrich our lives and our faith.
I can hear what you’re thinking: “This is the busiest
time of the year! I can’t even get everything done that I’m
supposed to do, how in the world am I supposed to add in
something else on top of that?” Or “My family is already
stretched too thin and we never see each other as it is. Doing
something else will make us stressed even more.” I get it, I
really do! But when we are the most stressed and busy is
exactly the time that we need to step back and make space
in our lives to breathe, to feel, to connect with something
deeper than ourselves.
The way toward health and wholeness has to include
paying attention to our spiritual lives.
For Individuals:
 Set up a small altar with candles, photos of people you love/admire, a religious icon, bits from nature or other
things that are meaningful to you. Use this as a focal point when you pray.
 Set aside time each day to pause, to breathe deeply, and to re-center yourself.
 Read a biography or memoir of someone who’s faith and work you admire.
 Go to places that nourish your spirit.
 Read a Psalm a day for 30 days.
 Volunteer to serve somewhere.
 Take a look at your schedule and eliminate something
that is no longer giving you life. (Maybe a board you
signed up to be on, a standing meeting that isn’t necessary, a task you could let go off.). Use this practice to
make more space in your life.
For Families:
 Have dinner together once a week and pray before eating.
 Before bed each night, share with each other your highs
and lows of the day.
An example of a home altar with
 Read a children’s bible story or religious kids book as a
photos, rocks, pine cones, a candle
family (the St. Peder’s library has a ton of amazing opand a spiritual symbol.
tions).
 Encourage your kids to read books about inspiring people who
have done good in the world because of their faith.
 Set up a family altar with each member contributing something meaningful.
 Try out new spiritual practices together (walking a labyrinth, praying with prayer beads, going on a prayer
walk in nature, lectio divina, etc.)
(continued on next page…)
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Volunteer somewhere as a family.
Do a giving project together where each person in the family sets aside one thing a day to donate. Do it
for a week (or for a real challenge a whole month)!
Create a family gratitude jar. At the end of each week every person writes (or draws a picture of) something they are grateful for. Keep it going all year long and on New Years day gather the family together
and go through everything in the jar giving thanks for all of the wonderful things you experienced in
the last year.

Starting a spiritual practice doesn’t have to take a lot of time. It doesn’t have to to be “one more
thing” in an already overloaded schedule. What it should be is a chance to catch your breath, to give you
space to contemplate your connection with God, to fuel you up to do the work of justice in the world.
May you have a blessed Advent and may you explore these practices both individually
and with the people closest to you.

Pub Theology:
Pub Theology is meeting on Monday, December 4th, 7:00pm at Parkway Pizza.
Our theme for December is “What is the liturgical year? And what does it
do?”
Check out our new page on the St. Peder’s website! http://www.stpeders.org/
ministries/pub-theology/ You can sign up to get email reminders about Pub
Theology, access all of the readings for each month, and see dates/themes.

Advent Festival:
On December 3rd, after fellowship hour, we’ll have our annual Advent Festival! There will be giant coloring sheets, make your own Advent wreaths, and
we’ll watch the first half of “The Nativity Story.” This event is for all ages!

Adult Faith Formation:
On December 3 and 10th we’ll be watching and discussing the film “The Nativity Story”.

Children and Youth Faith Formation:
Christmas Pageant on December 10th during
the 9:00 worship service.
The theme of the pageant this year is animals
SO if you have an animal costume at home,
please bring it to church so we can dress all
of the kiddos up in animal costumes. We've
got a bunch of sheep here as well.
On December 9th from 10-11:00 we'll
have a rehearsal in the sanctuary.
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More Nursery Workers Needed: It’s A Safety Thing
There is a small but mighty team of folks who show up week in and week out to staff the St. Peder’s nursery and provide our littles with a loving and safe place to play and explore.
What you might not know is that about a year ago St. Peder’s instituted a child safety policy. The policy is
designed to protect our kids, our staff, and anyone who works with children and youth. In a world where
there are too many news stories of kiddos being harmed by people who were supposed to be looking out
for them, this policy is designed to make sure that does not happen at St. Peder’s.
Our policy says there needs to be two adults in the nursery every week. In order to fulfill that part of our
policy we need more folks who are willing to volunteer to be on the nursery volunteer schedule.
The more folks sign up, the better!
Interested? Talk to Shannon or send him an email at faithformation@stpeders.org

The Youth are going to Houston!
The ELCA National Youth Gathering is happening in June of 2018 in Houston, TX.
(Yes, it's still happening there even after the hurricane!)
Six youth and two adults will be going on the trip. We'd love
your prayers as we begin to prepare. And soon we'll have
more information on how you can financially support the
youth going on the trip.
Your St. Peder's youth who are attending:
Forest Paulson
Owen Johnson
Isabelle Geroux
Chris Parshall
Evan Brown Ton
Alaiyah Nelsen-Tobechukwu
Your adult leaders:
Shannon Kearns
Gina Sekelsky

WEDNESDAY QUILTING GROUP

FIBER ARTS

Quilters meet this month on December 6th
and 20th.

Fiber Arts meets this month on December 2nd & 16th.

All are welcome to join us as we put together quilts
for Lutheran World Relief. We meet on the first and
Third Wednesdays of each month at 9:30 am in the
Fellowship hall. We always take time for a coffee/
tea break and bring treats.

Whether you are experienced or just
starting out, you are welcome to join us!
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Questions?
Contact Melba Granlund

Dido and Aeneas —Sunday, December 3, 2017, 7 p.m.
MacPhail Center for Music, Antonello Hall 501 S. 2nd Street, Minneapolis
$15 for Adults; Free for youth under 18 and MacPhail students
Purchase tickets at the door or call 612.321.0100.
MacPhail’s Sonomento choir rehearses at St. Peder’s on Monday evenings. They invite St. Peder’s members to
their upcoming performance the first weekend in December. Sonomento, under the direction of Craig Fields,
opens its tenth season with an encore presentation of the 2008 concert performance of Dido and Aeneas, which
some call “the greatest opera ever written in the English language.” This stirring English baroque opera was presented in 2008 to launch MacPhail’s Spotlight Series. It will be presented with outstanding professional string
players from the Minneapolis area and the forty voices of Sonomento. They will be joined by a strong cast of professional soloists, featuring soprano Riley Svatos in the title role, soprano Naomi Karstad as Belinda, mezzosoprano Sally Clayburn as the Sorceress and baritone Erik Krohg as Aeneas, in an intensely stirring performance
with baroque orchestra. This is music that will lift your spirit and stir your soul! This piece by Henry Purcell is
considered the first opera written in English and was premiered at the Chelsea School for Girls in London. Based
on the Fourth Book of the Aeneid, it tells of the tragic and touching love affair between Aeneas, hero of the Trojan wars and the beautiful Dido, the virgin queen of Carthage, who dies of a broken heart. This season’s concerts
are all fundraisers for our 2018 Tour of the British Isles and appearance at the famous Eisteddfod Music Festival
in Wales. Donations are much appreciated. Call 612-321-0100 for more information.

On hold for the holidays:
• Koinonia/Grown-ups Luncheon
• Gather Bible Study
—enjoy time with family and friends
and join us again in 2018!

Together in Mission…
The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to share our resources with
others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone!
Thank you for your offerings through the tenth month of 2017. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for
anyone who’d like to see it.

Income
Month of October

$ 23,158.22

Budget for the month

$

24,725.67

Year to Date

$ 215,786.92

Budget Year to Date

$

250,756.66

Budget for the month

$

24,816.06

Budget Year to Date

$

252,179.20

Expenses
Month of October
Year to Date

$ 25,686.37
$ 240,269.80

Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

$ 20,831.98
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DECEMBER VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL
BIRTHDAYS
Eleanor Munnich 12/5
Evan Brown Ton 12/16

December 3—Gift Sunday
Greeters: Nancy & Stephanie Hawkinson
Ushers: Ed Gleason & Cameron Jamison
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Communion Assistants: 9:00 am Sue Schnickel Judy Hogan, Darrick Jensen
Communion Set-Up/Clean-Up (Intinction): Karen Vetsch & Margaret Lundell
Reader: Sue Schnickel
Nursery: Eva Tangen
Counters: Bob Stanich & Judy Hogan
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 4: Glen & Martha Olsen and Paul & Michelle
Aitchison
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 4
December 10—Sunday School Program during 9 am worship
Greeters: Chris & Mindy Anderson
Ushers: Butch Vossen & Julie Ebbesen
Acolyte: Andrew Hawks
Reader: Forest Paulson
Nursery: Steve Austin
Counters: Marica Rocheleau & Sue Schnickel
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 11: Tim & Elizabeth Anderson
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 5

Thank you for volunteering your time and
talent at St. Peder’s.
Please try to arrange
your own trades. If
you are pressed for
time or have questions
or concerns, contact
the church office at
612-722-8000 or
office@stpeders.net.
You’ll notice we still
have some holes to fill
for Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, & New
Year’s Day worship.
Please contact the
church office if you
can help out!

December 17—Song Service, 10:15 am Sing around the Christmas Tree
Greeters: Ron & Kathy Moir
Ushers: Curt Petersen & Ed Gleason
Acolyte: Alice Petersen
Readers to be assigned
Nursery: Nicky Taylor
Counters: Terri Vetsch & Paul Aitchison
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 18: Mark & Jody Jenson, Shawna & Steve
Nelsen/Wills
Council to host Social Hour
December 24—4th Sunday of Advent
9:00 am Morning Worship (no coffee after worship)
Greeters: Kerry & Jill Audette
Ushers: Joe Dynneson & Greta Gantriis
Reader: Bruce Simpson
Acolyte: Andrew Hawks
Nursery: Volunteer Needed
Counters: Jackie West & Jerilyn Young
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 25: Lisa Rovick & Bruce Simpson
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
2:00pm - Festival Service
Greeters: Joe & Annalise Munnich
5:00pm – Festival Service
Ushers: Cameron Jamison & Dan Vetsch
Greeters: Vounteers Needed
Acolyte: Malcolm Munnich
Ushers: Jim Austin & Steve Austin
Reader: Joe Munnich
Acolyte: Rasmus Gantriis
Reader: Lisa Rovick
3:15pm – Danish Service
Greeters: Iver & Lis Jorgensen
Ushers: Paul Jensen & Al Nielsen
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Reader: Lis Jorgensen
December 31—New Year’s Eve
Greeters: Michael & Allison O’Day
Ushers: Lisa Jensen & Volunteer Needed
Acolyte: Volunteer Needed
Reader: Carl Jensen
Nursery: Volunteer Needed
Counters: Cameron Jamison & Bruce Simpson
Bring your extra Christmas goodies for coffee hour!
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4
11:15 am Meals
on Wheels
7 pm Pub Theology at Parkway Pizza

3 Gift Sunday & Advent Festival
9 am Worship w/ Holy
Communion
10 am Advent Festival
10:30 am “Nativity Story “ Film

18
January Newsletter articles
due

25
Christmas Day

17 Song Service
9 am Worship/Faith Formation
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:15 am Singing Around The Christmas Tree

24 CHRISTMAS EVE
9 am Worship w/ Holy Communion

31 New Year’s Eve
9 am Worship
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
End of Year offerings due

2 pm Festival Worship
3:15 pm Danish Service
5 pm Festival Worship

11

10 Sunday School Program
9 am Worship with Sunday School
Program
10 am Coffee & Fellowship
10:30 am “Nativity Story “ Film

5 pm Songbird Choir Concert

Mon

Sun

DECEMBER 2017

26
OFFICE CLOSED

19
10 am Aerobics

12
10 am Aerobics

5
10 am Aerobics
11:15 am Meals on
Wheels
6:30 pm Twin Cities
Sisters in Crime

Tue

*items in gray italics indicate outside group events

27
1:30 pm Staff Meeting

20
1:30 pm Staff Meeting

13
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Confirmation
7:00 pm Council
7:00 pm Committee
Meetings

6
9:30 am Quilters
11:15 am Meals on Wheels
1:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Confirmation

Wed

28
10 am Aerobics

21
10 am Aerobics

14
10 am Aerobics
7pm St. Peder’s Choir

7
10 am Aerobics
11:15 am Meals on
Wheels
7pm St. Peder’s Choir

Thu

2
2 pm Fiber Arts

1

29

22

30

23

15
16
Poinsettia Deliv- 2 pm Fiber Arts
ery
7:00 pm White
Elephant Party @ Michael & Allison O’Day’s

8
9
11:15 am Meals 10 am Christmas Proon Wheels
gram Rehearsal

Sat

Fri

ST. PEDER’S
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
ST. PEDER’S AFFIRMS
THE WELCOME OF GOD
TO ALL PERSONS.
St Peder’s welcomes you to a
community of faith nurtured by
God’s abundant grace, Christ’s
peace and the Spirit’s lively
presence! In response to such
love, we open our hearts and
hands and doors to joyfully
serve our neighbor – whether
it’s you or someone across the
world. We invite you to join us
for worship or any activity at the
little church on the corner of
46th Avenue and 42nd Street in
south Minneapolis

St. Peder’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church ELCA
4600 E 42nd St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Phone: 612-722-8000
Fax: 612-722-8068
E-mail: office@stpeders.org

Church Staff:
Rev. Julie Ebbesen , Pastor
pastorjulie@stpeders.org
Shannon Kearns, Director of Outreach
& Faith Formation
faithformation@stpeders.org
Sarah Zuber, Office Coordinator
office@stpeders.org
Terrance Olson, Organist & Choral Director
music@stpeders.org
Debbie Wolking, Accounts Manager bookkeeping@stpeders.org
Jim Austin, Caretaker

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

