After worship and some social time together in the Fellowship Hall, we’ll gather in our Shepherding Groups to make plans
for Lenten Soup Suppers (that begin with Ash Wednesday on
February 14, 2018) and other service commitments and opportunities throughout the year.
This year, we’re moving from nine to eight groups in order
to make sure each group has a good number of folks participating. In order to make that happen, the current Group 7 has been
disbursed to other groups.
If you’re not currently assigned to a Shepherding
Group, please let Pastor Julie know as soon as possible and
we’ll get you signed up!
The Shepherding Group lists will be posted on the
bulletin board outside the church office – and space assignments
for the meetings that day will be posted as well.

Thanks for all you do in your Shepherding Groups throughout the year to support St Peder’s mission and ministry!
•
•
•
•

Don’t miss the next Koinonia Potluck Luncheon for retired folks! It will be
held on Friday, January 19 at noon. We’ll warm up the winter chill with some
good food and fellowship! Bring a favorite dish of comfort food to share – and
invite a friend to join in the fun, too!

All voting members (confirmed members) are invited to attend this meeting
to elect new council members and receive reports from the Church Council
and various committees. The Ottar Jorgensen Service Award recipients will
also be announced.

No Pub Theology in January! Our next meeting is Monday, February 5th, 7:00 pm at
Parkway Pizza. Our theme for February is “How do you deepen your spiritual practice?”
Check out our new page on the St. Peder’s website! http://www.stpeders.org/ministries/
pub-theology/ . You can sign up to get email reminders about Pub Theology, access all
of the readings for each month, and see dates/themes.

I know, I know, it’s gotten kind of cheesy to make New Year’s resolutions. After all, you’re just
going to break them, right? But still, there is something about the turning of a calendar year to
help us focus in on what we’re doing and take an assessment of our lives.
Often we make resolutions about health and fitness, finances, and work. But what about our
spiritual lives? Do we take stock of how we’re caring for our spirituals lives and what might
need some fine tuning? Resolutions are all about being intentional about the lives that we live.
What are some spiritual resolutions you might make?
Maybe you’ll resolve to serve somewhere four times a year (and bring your family or friends with you)! You could resolve
to read a book or two this year that will deepen, challenge, strengthen, or inform your faith (one such book could be
“What is the Bible?” by Rob Bell and then you could discuss it with other folks during Adult Faith Formation). You could
find ways to connect your justice work to your faith more deeply. You could study what the Bible says about a particular
topic. You could resolve to make it to church more often or to connect with your friends from church more than just once
a week. You could start a morning or evening meditation/prayer practice. You could start a gratitude or prayer journal.
There are lots of things you can do to take care of your spirit. Making a spiritual resolution is simply about approaching
your spiritual life with the same intentionality that you approach the rest of your life with. Making sure that your spirit gets
as much attention as your body and mind. So what will you resolve to do this year? Read on for great opportunities right
here at St. Peder’s!
—Shannon Kearns, Director of Faith Formation and Outreach

January 14 to February 11th: Civil Rights In Film
We’ll watch the film “Selma” and the documentary “13th” and have discussions
afterward.
February 25 to March 25: Book study on “What is the Bible?” by Rob
Bell led by Adam Rao
“What is the Bible?”: Instant New York Times Bestseller (From Amazon)
Rob Bell goes deep into the Bible to show how it is more revelatory, revolutionary, and
relevant than we ever imagined—and offers a cogent argument for why we need to
look at it in a fresh, new way.
Rob addresses the concerns of all those who see the Bible as God’s Word but are
troubled by the ethical dilemmas, errors, and inconsistencies in Scripture. With “What
Is the Bible?”, he recaptures the Good Book’s magic and reaffirms its power and inspiration to shape and inspire our lives today.

April 8 to May 6: LGBTQ Issues and Theology
From learning about the ever changing language of the LGBTQ community, to the
unique challenges of being transgender, to hearing
more about theology done by and for LGBTQ people,
this series will take us on a journey toward understanding.
April 8: LGBTQ Say What?
April 15: Transgender 101
April 22: Shannon’s Story
April 29: Introduction to Queer Theology part 1
May 6: Introduction to Queer Theology part 2





On January 20th from 4-7 pm we’ll gather for another film sponsored by the Journey
Toward Racial Justice Group at St. Peder’s. We’ll watch the film “Hidden Figures”, an
incredible & inspiring true story about three women at NASA who were instrumental in
one of history's greatest operations — the launch of astronaut John Glenn into orbit. After
the film there will be a brief discussion. We’ll have popcorn and order pizza for dinner!

Save the date! Summer Peace Camp will happen at St. Peder’s from August 6– 9, 2018,
5:30 to 7:30 pm (a simple dinner will be provided each night). Peace Camp is for kiddos
ages 3 through leaving 5th grade. Youth from 6th-12th grade will lead the camp. Theme
coming soon!

Mission Control we are ready and getting set to go to the ELCA National Gathering, June
27-July 1, 2018. In a short six months from now, six
St. Peder’s Youth (Owen Johnson, Forrest Paulson,
Alaiyah Nelsen-Tobechukwu, Isabelle Geroux, Chris
Parshall, Evan Brown-Ton), along with chaperones
Gina Sekelsky and Shannon Kearns, will be in Houston for the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering.

St Peder’s congregation are asked to pray for the
youth and leaders and provide financial support in
helping these individuals with this ELCA Youth Gathering entitled, This Changes Everything! Starting in
January, the fundraiser entails special envelopes,
marked with various dollar denominations from $1 to
$100, which are available to St. Peder’s Congregants. The next steps are as easy as
One, Two, Three! First, pick an envelope, available in the Narthex, with the denomination
of your choosing. Next, place your funds (cash or check) in your selected envelope and
seal it. Finally, return it with your offering or directly to the St. Peder’s office.
Each month the Youth Gathering participants (pictured below) will update the congregation on the progress made with this effort. Thank you for all of your support as we
work to make the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering Houston a reality!

On Sunday, January 14, we’ll bid farewell and Godspeed to Sarah
Zuber, who has served as Office Coordinator for the past four years.
We’ll honor her in worship and in the coffee hour following. Sarah will
be singing during the 9 am service too! We’re so grateful for her welcoming presence in our office these past years – and for all the work
she’s done to support and strengthen our ministry!
She will be greatly missed at St. Peder’s! We wish her God’s richest
blessings in her new position as a full-time yoga teacher for the Emily
Program.

In this time of transition in our office, St Peder’s member Shawna
Nelsen is serving as the Office Coordinator (Interim) covering the
vital tasks of this position. Meanwhile, the Search Team has posted
the opening — and if you know of someone who might be interested,
direct them to our website (www.stpeders.org) to see the full job
description.
The Search Team hopes to begin interviews in mid-January.

There is a small but mighty team of folks who show up week
in and week out to staff the St. Peder’s nursery and provide
our littles with a loving and safe place to play and explore.
What you might not know is that about a year ago, St. Peder’s
instituted a new child safety policy. The policy is designed to
protect our kids, our staff, and anyone who works with children and youth. In a world where there are too many news
stories of kids being harmed by people who were supposed to be looking out for them, this policy is designed to
ensure that does not happen at St. Peder’s.
Our policy says there needs to be two adults in the nursery every week. In order to fulfill that part of our
policy, we need more folks who are willing to volunteer to be on the nursery volunteer schedule.
The more folks sign up, the better!
Interested? Talk to Shannon or send him an email at faithformation@stpeders.org.

Thanks to the generosity of Vikki Stark of EvansStark DESIGN, and the hard work of Sarah Zuber,
former Office Coordinator, St. Peder’s has a new and
improved logo (see right). You will begin to see the
new logo and colors appear on more of St. Peder’s
publications as we transition from the previous logo.
A very special thanks to Vikki and Sarah for their
excellent work and creativity on this project!

Beginning January 8, work on updating the two main restrooms begins, which
means they will be "closed" throughout completion of the project. However, come
February, we'll have two newly renovated restrooms!
This is the final building-updating project of the Generation to Generation capital
campaign. Thank you, again, for your gifts that gave us our new roof over the
sanctuary; a remodeled kitchen; air conditioning in the sanctuary, fellowship hall,
and kitchen; and now updated bathrooms!
During construction, please use the handicapped accessible restroom in the main
hallway. There is also a small bathroom in the back hallway off the kitchen, and a restroom in the downstairs
nursery. Thank you for your patience during this time of construction!

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to
share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on
Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the 11th month
of 2017. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of November $ 21,043.86
Year to Date
$ 236,830.78
Expenses
Month of November $ 23,790.27
Year to Date
$ 264,060.07
Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

19,224.17
253,730.98

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

23,224.01
275,719.92

$ 22,915.31
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