Our Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday on
Wednesday, February 14. Soup Supper will be served from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion and Imposition of
Ashes will be at 7:00 p.m. We’ll continue to gather on Wednesday
evenings through March 21, with our usual Soup Supper at 5:30
p.m. and Holden Evening Prayer worship at 7:00 p.m.
This year, we’ll spend a bit of time each week during evening
prayer listening to Tales of the Pointless People by Daniel
Erlander. (Daniel Erlander is a retired ELCA pastor who served as
Campus Pastor at Pacific Lutheran University, as well as at Holden
Village and other faith communities in the Pacific Northwest.) Want
to learn more about the Pointless People? Join us!

Soup Supper Schedule for Wednesdays in Lent
Ash Wednesday, February 14
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After worship and coffee on February 4, you’re invited to meet with your
Shepherding Group to make plans for the year. The Group lists will be posted
– as will the meeting sites. There’s a bit of group shuffling as we move to 8
groups from 9 and welcome some new members, so we hope you’ll be able
to spend a bit of time with your group!

Join us for Soup Suppers on Wednesdays throughout Lent – and for the Codfish dinner on Friday, March 2. We’ll meet again for lunch on Friday, April 20!

Pub Theology starts up again in February! Our next meeting is Monday, February 5th,
7:00 pm at Parkway Pizza. Our theme for February is “How do you deepen your spiritual
practice?”
Check out our new page on the St. Peder’s website! http://www.stpeders.org/ministries/
pub-theology/ . You can sign up to get email reminders about Pub Theology, access all
of the readings for each month, and see dates/themes.

We live in a pretty amazing area. Did you know that Minneapolis is second only to New York City
in theatre seats per capita? Really!! But it’s not just theatre! We’ve got amazing resources in the
visual arts with the Walker and the Minneapolis Institute of Art, music venues tucked into every
nook and cranny, and theatres showing independent films.
And if you don’t want to leave your house, there are amazing films and documentaries on Netflix
and Amazon Prime, you can get amazing literature on your kindle (even check eBooks out from
the library), or take a book home from the St. Peder’s library. But what does all of this have to
do with faith formation? Well, I'm glad you asked.

Many of you know that I am involved in theatre. And some of you know that I read…a lot. But
what you might not know is that both of these things are deep spiritual practices for me. Theatre is a way of connecting art
to life. Of developing empathy for people in situations that are unlike my own, developing community with the living,
breathing bodies next to me in the seats and in front of me on the stage. Of grappling with the big questions of life: Why
are we here? What does it mean to be human? How can we create a world that is just for all people?
Books are a way for me to learn about what other people’s spiritual journey’s look like, how they think about God, what
they can teach me about the Bible. We need beauty in our lives (especially in Minnesota February). We need connection.
We need empathy. We need to be inspired and provoked and spurred on to action. Art can help us develop these things.
It can speak to our minds, but more importantly to our souls. It can connect us to one another. And in these days, we need
to be connected to one another more than ever.
I want to encourage you to seek out some kind of art this month. (One easy way is to come to Adult Faith Formation and
watch “13th” with us!) Go to a live theatre show (Uprising, the theatre company that I run has a show right in the middle of
the month). Spend a day at the art museum (the MIA is free)! Take in a movie. Check an amazing book out of the St.
Peder’s library. Make some art of your own as a family! Anything to feed your soul with something beautiful this month.
And if you need recommendations, come find me! I love to talk about the things that I am watching and reading and making and would be happy to offer some recommendations!
—Shannon Kearns, Director of Faith Formation and Outreach

February 11th and 18th: Civil Rights In Film
We’ll watch the documentary “13th” and have discussions after. This is a powerful
documentary examining how Slavery led to Jim Crow laws led to the Prison Industrial Complex. Directed by Ava Duvernay (who also directed Selma), this documentary is eye-opening and one of the clearest explanations of complex issues.
Sponsored by the Journey Toward Racial Justice Task Force, this Adult Faith Formation series is not to be missed.

February 25 to March 25: Book study on “What is the Bible?” by Rob
Bell led by Adam Rao
“What is the Bible?”: Instant New York Times Bestseller (From Amazon)
Rob Bell goes deep into the Bible to show how it is more revelatory, revolutionary, and
relevant than we ever imagined—and offers a cogent argument for why we need to
look at it in a fresh, new way.
Rob addresses the concerns of all those who see the Bible as God’s Word but are
troubled by the ethical dilemmas, errors, and inconsistencies in Scripture. With “What
Is the Bible?”, he recaptures the Good Book’s magic and reaffirms its power and inspiration to shape and inspire our lives today.

April 8 to May 6: LGBTQ Issues and Theology
From learning about the ever changing language of the LGBTQ community, to the
unique challenges of being transgender, to hearing
more about theology done by and for LGBTQ people,
this series will take us on a journey toward understanding.
April 8: LGBTQ Say What?
April 15: Transgender 101
April 22: Shannon’s Story
April 29: Introduction to Queer Theology part 1
May 6: Introduction to Queer Theology part 2





On Sunday, February 11th from 4 to 6 pm, we’ll gather for a
game night at the church! Bring your favorite game and beat the
cold with us! All ages are welcome. Play as families or find a
new friend! Bring a snack to share if you can (but come even if
you can’t). Any questions? Contact Shannon Kearns, Director of
Faith Formation & Outreach at faithformation@stpeders.org.

Summer Peace Camp will happen at St. Peder’s from August 6 to 9, 5:30 to 7:30 pm (a
simple dinner will be provided each night). Peace Camp is for kiddos ages 3 through leaving 5th grade. Youth from 6th-12th grade will lead the camp. Theme coming soon!

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering – Houston Miracle
Envelopes Fundraiser Continues
Mission Control we are ready and getting set to go to the ELCA National Gathering, June 27-July
1, 2018. In a short six months from now, six St. Peder’s Youth (Owen Johnson, Forrest Paulson,
Alaiyah Nelsen-Tobechukwu, Isabelle Geroux, Chris Parshall, Evan Brown-Ton), along with
chaperones Gina Sekelsky and Shannon Kearns, will be in
Houston for the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering.
St Peder’s congregation are asked to pray for the youth and
leaders and provide financial support in helping these individuals with this ELCA Youth Gathering entitled, This Changes
Everything! The Houston Miracle Envelopes fundraiser continues during the month of February and entails special envelopes, marked with various dollar denominations from $1 to
$100. The next steps are as easy as One, Two, Three! First,
pick an envelope, available in the Narthex, with the denomination of your choosing. Next, place your funds (cash or check)
in your selected envelope and seal it. Finally, return it with
your offering or directly to the St. Peder’s office.

To date, we have raised $1,189 towards our $3,000 goal. Thank you for all of your
support as we work to make the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering a reality!

The dinner also includes boiled potatoes with our famous mustard gravy, peas and carrots, Havarti
cheese on pumpernickel, cupcakes and beverages.
The cost is $12.00 for adults and $5.00 for children under 12. There are sign-up sheets outside Fellowship Hall, or call the church office at 612-722-8000 for reservations. (Please provide name or names, how
many meatball or cod dinners, seating time preference, and phone number if leaving a message.)
This dinner is a success because so many people volunteer and make it happen. If you are able to help
with setup, cleanup, serving, cooking, cupcakes, cashier duty, or anything else, please see Sue Nielsen.

We hope to see you there!

There is a small but mighty team of folks who show up week in and week
out to staff the St. Peder’s nursery and provide our littles with a loving and
safe place to play and explore.
What you might not know is that about a year ago, St. Peder’s instituted a new child safety policy. The policy is designed to protect our kids, our staff, and anyone who works with children and youth. In a world
where there are too many news stories of kids being harmed by people who were supposed to be looking
out for them, this policy is designed to ensure that does not happen at St. Peder’s.
Our policy says there needs to be two adults in the nursery every week. In order to fulfill that part of our
policy, we need more folks who are willing to volunteer to be on the nursery volunteer schedule. The more
folks sign up, the better! Interested? Talk to Shannon or email him at faithformation@stpeders.org.

Special thank you to our faithful quilters who recently
sent 14 Mission Quilts to Lutheran World Relief. “Your
quilts provide important necessities to our neighbors
around the world, and serve as reminders that they
are not alone or forgotten.” — LWR
They welcome anyone who has an interest in joining the
group. They meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the
month — February 7 & 21 this month from 9:30 am to
Noon in Fellowship Hall.

A successful year at St. Peder happens because of the contribution and participation of so many. I’m very lucky
to be a part of it here at St. Peder’s. To our Council and dedicated staff, the many who lead and lend a hand in all
we do both here and outside our church, I want to say, “THANK YOU!”. Your willingness to use your gifts and
abilities has strengthened the mission and ministry of our church. All your time, effort, hard work, and prayers
have been a blessing to this congregation!

2017
The bathroom renewal is being worked on as I write this. This will finish out our G2G capital campaign.
There was a successful Boundary Waters trip with some of our youth this past summer.
We’ve had some turn-over in our staff:
Thanks to Rita Juhl for her decades of service to St. Peder, and Anika Kildegaard and Sarah Zuber
for their years of service too.
A huge welcome to our new organist/choir director Terry Olson.
Our Personnel Committee is in the process of searching for a new Office Coordinator.
We started a recycling/compost program. Every bin of compostable, or recycling, is one less on it’s way to
a landfill.
The front doors have been replaced, along with the east entrance and kitchen doors. The front and east doors
have power assist openers.

2018
National Youth Gathering is coming up in Houston.
We are considering a solar electric system for our roof top. This would be a big commitment, so we will be
asking the congregation for more input as it proceeds.
We’ll be doing some general maintenance around the building, trying to keep our house in order.
On any given Sunday, I get to hear about some of the good things, the not so good things, ideas for new things,
and how to improve things at St. Peder’s. Honestly, it’s one of the best parts about being your Council President.
It reminds me I’m in a community that cares. So please, continue to let me or one of the other council members
know what’s on your mind. Thank you for letting me serve!
—Curt Petersen, Council President

Congratulations to Lisa Jensen & Butch Vossen and Sue & Al
Nielsen for being the recipients of this year’s Ottar Jorgensen Service
Award. Lisa plays several integral roles in our church, including
leading the Abelskive Breakfast, teaching Sunday School, offering
music contributions, and more. Lisa and Butch greet, usher, and help
out wherever they can. Sue recruits volunteers for the Cod Fish
Dinner and chairs the Social Ministry Committee. Both Sue and Al are
greeters, ushers, Safe House volunteers, and help out on Marathon
Sunday and throughout the year wherever they are needed. Thank
you Lisa, Butch, Sue, and Al for all you do for St. Peder’s!

Jeremy Anderson: Jeremy and his wife Eva Tangen live in the Longfellow neighborhood of Minneapolis
along with their two children Phoebe (8 yrs. old) and Walter (5 yrs. old.) Eva and Jeremy have been members at
St. Peder’s since 2012. Jeremy works at Thrivent Financial as a manager in the Investment Operations department. In his free time Jeremy enjoys biking, running, and spending time with his family.

Sue Nielsen: Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve on the Church Council. I am a life long member of St. Peder’s. I have been on the Social Ministry Committee since Cedric Lyon was leading it! I was baptized,
confirmed, and married here. My husband, Alan, and I have two children, Will and Lisa. My parents, Iver (Whitey)
and Lis have been active members of this congregation for a long time. My sister, Karen, and her husband, Phil,
are also members here. I am a 7th grade science teacher in Eden Prairie. I like biking, Nordic skiing, and gardening. (p.s. I’ll be coming around with my folder to recruit you to help with the Codfish Dinner! The date to put on your
calendar is Friday, March 2.)

Karen Vetsch: I have been a member of St. Peder’s since 1990. Dan and I were married at St. Peder’s and
our three children have been baptized and confirmed here. I, along with my family, have been involved in many
different groups and activities here at St. Peder’s. I work for Target Corporation at one of the headquarters buildings in downtown Minneapolis. I like to hang out with my family, volunteer, be outdoors, and work on “house stuff”,
if you put them all together I am very happy!

Thank you to outgoing Council Members Craig
Rocheleau, Paul Aitchison, and Mark
Jenson for their service to St. Peder’s!

An update from the Office Coordinator
Search Team…
We’re interviewing candidates and hope to be able to fill the position this month. We’re very grateful to Shawna
Nelsen for her work as the Interim Office Coordinator – she’s done a great job for us!

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to
share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on
Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the 12th month
of 2017. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of December $ 26,800.12
Year to Date
$ 263,630.90
Expenses
Month of December $ 24,251.00
Year to Date
$ 288,311.07
Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

25,825.67
301,308.00

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

24,364.41
300,908.00

$ 24,999
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