Join us as we continue to gather on Wednesday evenings
through March 21, with our usual Soup Supper at 5:30 p.m. and
Holden Evening Prayer worship at 7:00 p.m. This year, we’ll spend a
bit of time each week during evening prayer listening to Tales of
the Pointless People by Daniel Erlander. (Daniel Erlander is a
retired ELCA pastor who served as Campus Pastor at Pacific Lutheran
University, as well as at Holden Village and other faith communities
in the Pacific Northwest.) Want to learn more about the Pointless
People? Join us! Soup Supper Schedule for March:
March 7

Group 4

March 14

Group 5

March 21

Group 6

The final week of Lent leads us on to the gathering of Jesus
and his disciples for their last supper on Maundy Thursday and the
observance of his crucifixion on Good Friday before we gather to celebrate the joy of his resurrection on Easter Sunday. We hope you’ll
make time to be a part of this journey that is at the core of our
Christian faith.
Invite a friend to worship with you as we open our
hearts and doors during this holy season! Please view the full
Holy Week schedule on page 2.
•
•
•
•
•

Passion Sunday, March 25 at 9:00 a.m.
Join us for this service that leads us into Holy Week, with waving of palm branches and the
Passion According to Mark.

Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.
We gather in the sanctuary for worship with holy communion and the stripping of the altar
in preparation to Good Friday.

Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m.
A service of scripture reading, song and prayer that marks the solemnity of this holy day.
Please join us for this time of worship and reflection that is central to our Christian story.

Easter Sunday, April 1 | Worship at 9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!
Join us at either worship service for a joyous Festival Worship with Holy Communion with music
by St Peder’s Choir and friends as we celebrate the resurrection of Christ in the midst of our
beautiful Easter garden created in our chancel.

Easter Breakfast will be served in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m.

Would you like to order colorful spring flowers to adorn the sanctuary and/or commemorate or
celebrate a loved one? Order forms for Easter flowers (Easter lilies, Mums, Tulips, and Hydrangeas) are on the Narthex Table. Please return form to the office with cash or check by 3/11/18.

In our Adult Faith Formation class we’re reading “What is the Bible?” by Rob Bell. In the book he says this:
“In the rabbinic tradition, they talk about scripture having seventy faces. So when you read it, you keep turning it like a
gem, letting the light refract through the various faces in new and unexpected ways…. You keep turning the gem, seeing
something new each time…. We read it, and we let it read us. We dive into their story, discovering our story in the process. I’ve heard people say that they read it literally. As if that's the best way to understand the Bible. It’s not. We read it
literately. We read it according to the kind of literature that it is. That’s how you honor it. That’s how you respect it. That’s
how you learn from it. That’s how you enjoy it…. You dance with it. And to dance, you have to hear its music. And then
you move in response to it.”
Dancing with the Bible? Seriously? Oh yes. And it’s a beautiful dance.
As we move through Lent what might it look like to read the same passage of Scripture every day for 40 days. To read it,
and turn it, and read it again? To enter into it and question it and allow it to take root in you? To wrestle and explore and
dig? To dance? If you decide to try this as a Lenten practice, let me know what Scripture you’re reading. Let’s talk about
how you’re turning the gem. You can do this as a solo practice or with your partner or even your entire family.
And, of course, you can join us on Sunday mornings to turn the gem of Scripture together in our adult class as we read
Bell’s book and dance with Scripture together. — Shannon Kearns, Director of Faith Formation and Outreach

March 4 to March 25: Book study on “What is the Bible?” by Rob Bell — led
by Adam Rao
“What is the Bible?”: Instant New York Times Bestseller (From Amazon)
Rob Bell goes deep into the Bible to show how it is more revelatory, revolutionary, and relevant than we ever imagined—and offers a cogent argument for why we need to look at it in
a fresh, new way. Rob addresses the concerns of all those who see the Bible as God’s
Word but are troubled by the ethical dilemmas, errors, and inconsistencies in Scripture.
With “What Is the Bible?”, he recaptures the Good Book’s magic and reaffirms its power and
inspiration to shape and inspire our lives today.

April 8 to May 6: LGBTQ Issues and Theology
From learning about the ever changing language of the LGBTQ community, to the unique
challenges of being transgender, to hearing more about theology done by and for LGBTQ
people, this series will take us on a journey toward understanding.
April 8: LGBTQ Say What?
April 15: Transgender 101
April 22: Shannon’s Story
April 29: Introduction to Queer Theology part 1
May 6: Introduction to Queer Theology part 2

Our theme for April is “Different theories of atonement” with special guest presenter Rev. Adam
Rao. What did the death of Jesus actually accomplish? What did the earliest church teach about
Jesus’ death? How does what we believe about Jesus’ death impact how we live our lives? Check
out our new page on the St. Peder’s website! http://www.stpeders.org/ministries/pub-theology/
You can sign up to get email reminders about Pub Theology, access all of the readings for each month, and see
dates and themes. No pub theology in March, but mark your calendars for April 2!

Calling all youth—join us on March 10 from 6 to 9 p.m. at St. Peder’s.
This event is open to all youth in 7th to 12th grades. We’ll
play some games, eat some snacks, and watch a movie.
Come hang out and have a good time!
Any questions? Contact Shannon Kearns, Director of Faith
Formation & Outreach at faithformation@stpeders.org.

Summer Peace Camp will happen at St. Peder’s from August 6 to 9, 5:30 to 7:30 pm (a
simple dinner will be provided each night). Peace Camp is for kiddos ages 3 through leaving 5th grade. Youth from 6th-12th grade will lead the camp. Theme coming soon!

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering – Final Month for Houston Miracle
Envelopes Fundraiser
Mission Control we are ready and getting set to go to the ELCA National Gathering, June 27-July
1, 2018. Six St. Peder’s Youth (Owen Johnson, Forrest Paulson, Alaiyah Nelsen-Tobechukwu,
Isabelle Geroux, Chris Parshall, Evan Brown-Ton), along with
chaperones Gina Sekelsky and Shannon Kearns, will be in
Houston for the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering.
The Houston Miracle Envelopes fundraiser is still going! This
project entails special envelopes, marked with various dollar
denominations from $1.00 to $100.00, which are available to
St Peder’s members and friends. The next steps are as easy
as One, Two, Three! First, pick an envelope, available in the
Narthex, with the denomination of your choosing. Then place
your funds (cash or check) in your selected envelope and
seal it. And finally, return it with your offering or directly to the
St. Peder’s office.
So far we’ve raised $2,126 of our $3,000 goal. We’ll finish
up this fundraiser by Palm Sunday, so get your envelopes today! (Approx. 40 envelopes remain.)
Thank you for your support as we work to make the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering a reality!

As you may know, St Peder’s is a mission partner congregation with Trinity/Riverside. Trinity has a unique
ministry as they serve a very religiously and culturally diverse neighborhood in Minneapolis. We are
honored to help support their presence and their work! As mission partners with Trinity, we are fortunate to
share that role with Nokomis Heights Lutheran Church.
For several years, the mission partner congregations have gathered for a joint worship service in June, and
this year it is once again St Peder’s opportunity to host this event. This year, the Mission Partner Worship will be on Sunday, June 24 at 9:30 a.m. at St Peder’s. (Please note the change in worship time!)
Worship will be followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall.
The preacher for Mission Partner Sunday will be the Rev. Dr. Robin Steinke,
President of Luther Seminary. Steinke came to Luther Seminary as president in
June 2014. She is the first woman in the 145-year history of the seminary to be
named to the position.
Prior to coming to Luther Seminary, Steinke was the dean of the seminary and
professor of theological ethics and public life at Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Gettysburg, where she served from 1999. She previously served as an
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) pastor; a training manager and
financial planner at American Express Financial Advisors; and a middle school
band director in Marietta, Ga. Steinke is a graduate of Augustana College in
Sioux Falls, S.D. She holds a Master of Divinity and a Master of Sacred Theology
from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. She received her Ph.D. from
the University of Cambridge in England.
We look forward to welcoming President Steinke—and our friends from Trinity/Riverside and Nokomis
Heights Lutheran Church. During worship that day, we’ll also bless the youth from our congregations who
will be attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston later that week!
Look for more information coming later this spring about how you can help host the reception following worship. And remember, worship is at 9:30 am that morning instead of 9 am!

St. Peder’s has partnered with Lutheran Social Service for a number
of years to serve meals to homeless youth. We trade off preparing and
delivering meals on Monday nights throughout the year to the Safe House
in St. Paul. It is easy to get to from church—it’s just across the river! Safe House is a 30-day emergency
shelter for homeless youth ages 16-20 with six beds available and is open from 8 p.m. to 9 a.m. It provides
youth with a friendly, safe environment where vulnerable youth can begin the road to healthy, productive
lives. Upon entering Safe House, youth are given access to basic needs such as meals and showers and
are settled in their living space. After that, youth advocates work with the youth to develop trust, case
plans, and provide advocacy and independent living skills education.
Meals are delivered at 6:30 p.m. and should feed approximately eight people, including a main dish, a side
dish or two, and milk and juice. With enough volunteers, each group is on about twice a year. Please consider joining in this vital ministry! If interested, contact Sue Nielsen at suenielsen76@gmail.com or 612866-5744 for more information and/or to get on the schedule.

Feb. 16, 2018
A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud
lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled because they are no
more (Matthew 2:18).
As we live into these first days and weeks of Lent, we
do so riveted by the news of another
tragic mass shooting, this time at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on
Ash Wednesday.
My heart, like yours, is filled with anguish; my spirit, like yours, laments. Rachel weeps for her children,
refusing to be consoled because they are no more, and so do we.
We pray for the inconsolable loved ones and for the shooter and his family, for those terrorized by what
took place and those who are unmoved. We acknowledge our own failings and ask God to guide us in
finding new ways to turn the tide together on both the availability of assault weapons and the lack of
mental health care.
But we know that those things alone won’t solve this epidemic. All of us, including the church, must
take a close look at ourselves. How are we cultivating a culture of violence, hatred, anger and fear, and
how can we participate in building a counter-culture where people can experience God’s intended
peace and life abundant for all?
Lent is a time for lamentation, dwelling with our sorrow, and facing the painful reality of death. We take
each step certain that God weeps with us, walks with us in our deepest sufferings, and in the end
makes the ultimate sacrifice for us – through death on a cross. This is our strength for the journey. A
prayer offered by Bishop Pedro Suárez, Florida-Bahamas Synod:
Dear loving God,
There are so many things we don’t understand about our world. We might not know how the families
and friends of the victims of today’s shooting are feeling. But we do care. May they feel your presence
in spirit through those that are accompanying them right now.
Help us to be mindful of the pain around us and to do something about it. We pray this in the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
God’s Peace,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

In January, we welcomed some folks to St Peder’s as they became new members of
our congregation. We’re excited to get to learn more about them and the gifts they
have to share with our mission and ministry! Please introduce yourself and help extend
a warm welcome to the following new members:
• David and Celeste Hubbard
• Tom Dennstedt and Denise Logeland
• David Moline and son Leeim (age 5)
• Florence Wertz

We’ve hired a new Office Coordinator!
We are thrilled to announce the hiring of our new Office Coordinator, Jeannie Farrell.
You’ll start to see Jeannie in the office in mid-March doing some training with member
Shawna Nelsen who has been serving as Interim Office Coordinator. Jeannie will be a wonderful addition to our
staff and comes to us with great experience. She will be starting her new role officially in April. Thanks to Shawna
for filling in during this time of transition—she’s done a great job for us! More on Jeannie to come in the April issue.

The red cart in the library has a beautiful
selection of Easter books for kids. Have your children take
some home! For adults, some books with Lenten/Easter
meditations are on the library table for you to enjoy too!

The quilters meet on the first and third
Wednesday of the month from 9:15 a.m. to
Noon to make quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. If you’d like to use your creative skills and make a
difference in the world, please join us! We also appreciate
donations of cotton fabric for our colorful quilts.

Inspired by the reindeer-herding peoples of northern Scandinavia, create your own Sami-inspired
bracelet. Using materials from Sweden/Norway, students will braid spun wires (4% silver content) in a
pattern of their choice and combine it with reindeer hide and antler buttons to create a unique bracelet.
Must be able to do a small amount of hand sewing. Samples will be available for inspiration. Class fee $40,
plus $25 materials fee for each bracelet. Contact instructor Melba Granlund to register at 612-719-0435.

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to share
our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on Christ’s behalf in
the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the 1st month of 2018. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of January
Year to Date
Expenses
Month of January
Year to Date
Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

$ 18,689.49
$ 18,689.49

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

21,715.91
21,715.91

$ 24,857.09
$ 24,857.09

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

24,547.54
24,547.54

YTD

$ 2,333.34
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