Whether it’s worship on Sunday morning — or providing Monday
evening meals at LSS Safe House — or caring for kiddos in the
nursery — or almost anything you can think of, making it “work”
wouldn’t happen without your service as volunteers!
We are always grateful for the gifts you share at St Peder’s —
and we likely don’t say THANK YOU often enough, but any time and
talent you offer is indeed a gift that empowers us to joyfully serve
the gospel with open hearts, hands, and doors!
It’s time to update our volunteer lists, so this is your opportunity
to let us know how you’d like to serve. Later in April, there’ll be a
simple form to complete and return to the church office available in
the Sunday bulletin and online. The list of opportunities will not be
exhaustive, so you’re always welcome to add a volunteer task in the
“other” category!
A Special Note to Parents: If your child or youth is interested in
serving as a worship participant (such as a reader), they’re more
than welcome! We’ll provide instructions and training!
Thank you for taking the time to participate in our life as a faith
community, and blessings to you in this Easter Season!
•
•
•
•
•

Holy Week Schedule
Please join us during Holy Week and
invite a friend to worship with you as
we open our hearts and doors during
this holy season!
Maundy Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.
We gather for worship with holy communion and the stripping of the
altar in preparation to Good Friday.

Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m.
A service of scripture reading, song, and prayer that marks the solemnity
of this holy day. Please join us for this time of worship and reflection
that is central to our Christian story.

Easter Sunday, April 1 | Worship at 9:00 a.m. & 10:45
a.m. Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed! (Easter
Breakfast at 10 a.m.)

Don’t miss this opportunity to
share a potluck lunch at noon
on Friday, April 20 in the
Fellowship Hall! All retired folks
are welcome to bring a favorite
dish and even invite a friend as
we enjoy the start of spring, a
good meal, and good
conversation. See you then!

Join us at either worship service for a joyous Festival Worship with Holy
Communion with music by St Peder’s Choir and friends as we
celebrate the resurrection of Christ in the midst of our beautiful Easter
garden created in our chancel.
Join us at 10 a.m. for Easter Breakfast served by our Faith Formation
children & youth! (Donations support Houston ELCA Youth Gathering.)

In April and May, for our adult faith formation series, we’ll be doing a deep dive into understanding
LGBTQ issues in the world and in the Bible. Why? As more and more people find the courage to come out
(and at younger and younger ages) it’s important that we know what it means to
be able to fully welcome and support LGBTQ people in our church and in our
community. And the first part of acceptance and support is information. Being
able to use the correct terminology, to respect how people identify (and to know
what it means that they identify in a certain way), and to know what unique
challenges they face will help all of us to support one another.
And beyond understanding and support, LGBTQ people have a lot to offer.
They have unique ideas about the world, about faith, and about the Bible. By
entering into conversation we can learn more and all of our faith journeys can be
deepened and expanded. So let’s journey together, let’s learn together, and let’s
grow together.
—Shannon Kearns, Director of Faith Formation and Outreach

From learning about the ever changing
language of the LGBTQ community, to the unique challenges of being
transgender, to hearing more about theology done by and for LGBTQ
people, this series will take us on a journey toward understanding.
April 8: LGBTQ Say What?
The language we use to talk about gender and sexuality is rapidly changing. In
this session we’ll go through all of the terms that are being used and talk about
why it matters to learn and use the correct language.

April 15: Transgender 101
Gender identity can feel complex. There is a lot to learn about how gender differs from sexuality and how it plays
out in the lives of transgender people. In this session we’ll do a crash course in all things gender!

April 22: Shannon’s Story
In this session, Shannon will share his own story: Of growing up evangelical, of coming out as gay and then as
transgender, of his transition, and how his faith has grown and shifted throughout his journey.

April 29: Introduction to Queer Theology part 1
What does the Bible say about LGBTQ issues? With guest Rev. Adam Rao, we’ll enter into what the Bible says
(and doesn’t say) about sexuality and gender identity.

May 6: Introduction to Queer Theology part 2
In this final session we’ll dive more deeply into how LGBTQ people have started to read and interpret the Bible as a
text for liberation and justice. You’ll be introduced to some new thinkers and theologians and explore how to dig
into the text from an LGBTQ lens.

Our theme for April is “Different theories of atonement” with special guest presenter Rev.
Adam Rao. What did the death of Jesus actually accomplish? What did the earliest church teach
about Jesus’ death? How does what we believe about Jesus’ death impact how we live our lives?
Check out our new page on the St. Peder’s website! http://www.stpeders.org/ministries/pubtheology/. You can sign up to get email reminders about Pub Theology, access all of the readings
for each month, and see dates and themes. Join us on April 2!

Calling all youth—join us on April 13 from 6 to 9 p.m. at St. Peder’s. This
event is open to all youth in 7th to 12th grades. We’ll play
some games, eat some snacks, and watch a movie. Come
hang out and have a good time!
Any questions? Contact Shannon Kearns, Director of Faith
Formation & Outreach, at faithformation@stpeders.org.

Easter Egg Hunt! Sunday, April 8

Mission Control we are
ready and getting set to
go to the ELCA National
Youth Gathering, June 27July 1, 2018 in Houston!
Six St Peder’s Youth (Owen Johnson,
Evan Brown-Ton, Chris Parshall, Forrest Paulson, Isabelle
Geroux, and Alaiyah Nelsen-Tobechukwu) along with
chaperones, Gina Sekelsky and Shannon Kearns, will be in
Houston for the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering.
Thank you so much to everyone who gave to this special
fundraiser!! With your generosity we raised $2,682!
Thank you for your generous support as we work to
make the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering a reality!

Summer Peace Camp will
happen at St. Peder’s
from August 6 to 9, 5:30
to 7:30 pm (a simple
dinner will be provided
each night). Peace Camp
is for kiddos ages 3
through leaving 5th grade.
Youth from 6th-12th grade
will lead the camp. Theme
coming soon!

Please join Shepherding Group #6 in breaking the (menstrual) cycle of silence by donating unopened boxes
of tampons and pads during the month of April. Look for the collection bins in the office and back hallway. If
you would like more information or to donate online visit: www.supportwomenperiod.org.

Please join Shepherding Group #3 on Saturday, May 19 from 9 to 11
a.m. at Feed My Starving Children in Eagan. Don’t miss this special
opportunity to help pack nutritious meals for kids worldwide. Please
sign-up on the bulletin board or contact shawnanelsen3@gmail.com.

Please join Shepherding Group #7 in collecting Box Tops for Education to help provide funding for our local
schools! Look for the Box Tops symbols on popular General Mills, Campbell’s, and other products. Simply
cut out and add to the container located in Fellowship Hall.

There is a small but mighty team of folks who show up week in and week out to staff the St. Peder’s nursery
and provide our littles with a loving and safe place to play and explore. What you might not know is that
about a year ago, St. Peder’s instituted a new child safety policy. The policy is designed to protect our kids,
our staff, and anyone who works with children and youth. In a world where there are too many news stories
of kids being harmed by people who were supposed to be looking out for them, this policy is designed to
ensure that does not happen at St. Peder’s.
Our policy says there needs to be two adults in the nursery every week.
In order to fulfill that part of our policy, we need more folks who are
willing to volunteer to be on the nursery volunteer schedule. The more
folks sign up, the better! Interested? Talk to Shannon or email him at
faithformation@stpeders.org.

St. Peder’s has partnered with Lutheran Social Service for many years to serve meals to homeless
youth. We trade off preparing and delivering meals on Monday nights throughout the year to the Safe
House in St. Paul. It is easy to get to from church—it’s just across the river! Safe House is a 30-day
emergency shelter for homeless youth ages 16-20 with six beds available and is open from 8 p.m. to 9 a.m.
It provides youth with a friendly, safe environment where vulnerable youth can begin the road to healthy,
productive lives. Upon entering Safe House, youth are given access to basic needs such as meals and
showers and are settled in their living space. After that, youth advocates work with the youth to develop
trust, case plans, and provide advocacy and independent living skills education.
Meals are delivered at 6:30 p.m. and should feed approximately eight people, including a main dish, a side
dish or two, and milk and juice. With enough volunteers, each group is on about twice a year. Please
consider joining in this vital ministry! If interested, contact Sue Nielsen at suenielsen76@gmail.com or
612-866-5744 for more information and/or to get on the schedule.

We give thanks for the lives of three of God’s
beloved, and entrust them to God’s eternal embrace.

Dirk Muller grew up at St Peder’s (his mom, Connie, is
still a member here) – and his memorial service was on
February 24 following his death at age 63 after a battle
with cancer. Always athletic and on-the-go, Dirk was a
ski instructor in Breckenridge, Colorado for over 40
years. We remember his family in our prayers.
Ken Kistler died February 25 after complications
following a cardiac arrest. He had just celebrated his 87 th birthday on Valentine’s Day. His
memorial service was on March 4. Ken was a founding member of the Personnel Committee at St.
Peder’s and also volunteered with Meals on Wheels and in other capacities for several years. Before
his retirement, he was a vice-president at Lutheran Brotherhood — and loved a good game of golf!
We remember his wife, Kay, and their children and grandchildren in prayer.
Rev. Carl Jensen died on March 21 in Hospice Care following a stroke. He was a retired pastor of
the ELCA, and a faithful volunteer at St Peder’s. He was 86 years old. His funeral service will be on
Tuesday, April 3 at 11:00 a.m., with visitation at 9:30 a.m. and a luncheon following the service.
Burial will be at Ft. Snelling. We hold his wife, Beverly, and daughters and their families in prayer.

Rest eternal grant them, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon them.

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to
share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on
Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the 2nd month of
2018. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of February
Year to Date

$ 19,290.52
$ 37,980.01

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

23,885.76
45,601.67

Expenses
Month of February
Year to Date

$ 26,331.81
$ 50,041.69

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

27,081.65
51,629.19

Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

$ 4,666.67

Greetings! My name is Jeannie Farrell and I am thrilled to have been hired as the new Office
Coordinator for St. Peder’s. I live in the West 7th neighborhood of St. Paul with my partner
Sean and our two girls, Beatrice and Coral, who are 8 and 4. We recently added Martin, a
seven month old rescue puppy, who has captured our hearts.
Spring is an exciting time for me as I love to garden and dig in the dirt. When I am not getting
my hands dirty, I enjoy reading and spending time with my clan. I also get a kick out of
experimenting in the kitchen. My most recent culinary adventure has been making kombucha. For the past few
years I have been a stay at home mom and prior to that I worked with seniors and volunteers in the non-profit
sector. Please stop by and introduce yourself, I am looking forward to meeting you!

Don’t miss this tradition! After worship, check out the festive bazaar of certified fair trade goods,
jewelry, chocolate, and MORE from Ten Thousand Villages, a nonprofit fair trade retailer. Find Mom
a unique Mother’s day gift – and get something for yourself, too – all while supporting artisans from
around the world. Thanks to our Social Outreach Committee for hosting this annual event!

Are you looking for a new way to get in shape, meet new
people, and have a blast? Come join Senior Aerobics in
the Fellowship Hall with certified instructor Jim O’Brien
every Tuesday and Thursday from 10 to 11 am. It’s
open to all ages and fitness levels—and members are
welcome! $5 for a drop in class, $8 for full week. For
questions, contact Jim at 651-645-1866 or vjo@iaxs.net.

The quilters meet on the first and third
Wednesday of the month from 9:15 a.m. to
Noon to make quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. If you’d like to use your creative skills and make a
difference in the world, please join us! We also appreciate
donations of cotton fabric for our colorful quilts.

Inspired by the reindeer-herding peoples of northern Scandinavia, create your own Sami-inspired
bracelet. Using materials from Sweden/Norway, students will braid spun wires (4% silver content) in a
pattern of their choice and combine it with reindeer hide and antler buttons to create a unique bracelet.
Must be able to do a small amount of hand sewing. Samples will be available for inspiration. Class
fee $40, plus $25 materials fee for each bracelet. Contact instructor Melba Granlund to register at 612-719-0435.

Directed by Ashley Hovell with Assistant Director Sarah Catcher and
Stage Manager Allison Knauss. Pam and Ryan couldn’t be more
different. He is a young transgender man and she is an older
conservative woman, but when they are both diagnosed with cancer
their lives intersect in ways that neither of them could have ever
imagined. This world premiere of a new work explores questions of
identity, relationships, our health care system, and who has control
over your body and life. April 20, 21, 23, 26, 27, 28 at 7 pm and April 21 and 28 at 1 pm at Phoenix Theater.
Buy tickets and learn more at www.uprisingtheatreco.com/tickets.

Pastor: Rev. Julie Ebbesen
Director of Outreach and
Faith Formation: Shannon Kearns
Office Coordinator: Jeannie Farrell
Accounts Manager: Debbie Wolking
Organist & Choral Director: Terrance Olson
Caretaker: Jim Austin
Sound Engineer: John Geroux III (volunteer)

pastorjulie@stpeders.org
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