On May 20th, we had a meeting to learn about the possibility of installing
a solar array on our church roof. It was great to see so many of you so
interested. Here’s a recap of some of the things that were covered:








We spoke some about the fact that a solar array on our roof will
produce most of the electricity we use. That’s a reduction to the
carbon emissions we cause every time we turn a light on in our
building. If there is an excess, Excel Energy must purchase it from
us.
While there is a cost to buying and installing this array on our roof,
this would be offset by the reduction of our electric bill throughout the
year. This is similar to a “lease to own” contract. During that time the
money we would have spent on electricity would be spent on the
lease. As hard as it is to believe, this is very close to financially
neutral for the term of the lease.
Once the lease is done, the equipment is ours, and any energy
produced is ours. At that point it is a clear reduction of our energy
expense. There will be some maintenance costs, but that’s no
different than most other things we all own. Cars need to be fixed,
light bulbs need to be changed, lawns need to be mowed, etc…
There was justified concern about the harm this equipment may do to
our roof. The Green team and iDEAL Energies have come up with a
solution that maintains our warranty and the life of the roof. In
addition, the first thing that iDEAL would do after the contract is
signed is have our building inspected by an independent structural
engineering company to decide if it can carry the extra weight. This
is the same firm that two of our member roofing and architecture
experts would suggest. If our roof is deemed unfit for the project the
contract is over, and the church hasn’t spent any money.
•
•

Save the Date: Sunday, June 10, at 10:30 a.m.
There will be a congregational meeting to vote on the installation
of a solar array on our flat roof. All voting members are invited
to attend. If you have questions, please talk with Council
President, Curt Petersen.

•
•
•

We are hoping for great weather for our three Courtyard Worship Sundays this
summer so we can enjoy the outdoors when we gather on June 17, July 15,
and August 19. Worship is at 9:00 a.m. and chairs are provided. Invite a friend to
join you for worship and fellowship! In case of inclement weather, we will worship
indoors.

St Peder’s is hosting this year’s annual “Mission Partner Sunday” worship and
fellowship and we hope you can join us!
Trinity/Riverside is a mission partner with both St Peder’s and Nokomis Heights
Lutheran - and each summer we worship together to celebrate this partnership.
Our preacher will be Luther Seminary President, Rev. Dr. Robin Steinke.
We will also bless the youth who will be attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in
Houston - both Nokomis Heights and St Peder’s are sending high schoolers!
Worship will be at 9:30 a.m. (please note the time change from our regular
schedule!) and will be followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall.
If you’d like to help with the reception and hospitality, please contact Pastor Julie.

We will not meet again until
September. Starting back in
September, we will continue to
meet on the third Tuesday of
each month. We will continue
using the study lessons in the
Gather Magazine. We
welcome anyone who would
like to participate.

How would you like to be of
service to your church
community? Let us know! Fill
out the Time and Talents form
found in the narthex or check
your email for a link to the
questionnaire. Please fill out by
June 4th. Thank you for all you
do!

June 3: Worship with Holy Communion

July 1: Worship with Holy Communion

June 10: Worship

July 8: Worship

June 17: Courtyard Worship

July 15: Courtyard Worship

June 24 at 9:30 am: Mission Partner Worship with
Holy Communion

July 22: Worship

**All services are at 9 am, except the June 24th
Mission Partner service.

July 29: Worship

Over the summer, anyone who wants to join in can read “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson. Then,
on July 8th after the Sunday service, we will gather together for some treats and a discussion about
the book.
More about the book from Amazon: Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal
Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor,
the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice
system. One of his first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for
a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew
Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and
justice forever.
Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic,
gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the
lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for
compassion in the pursuit of true justice.
This book club is sponsored by the St. Peder’s Journey Toward Racial Justice group. Spend your
summer reading and growing with your community.
Turn to page 5 for more summer reading suggestions!

Synod Assembly was May 4th and 5th at Lord of Life Lutheran in Ramsey. Pastor Ebbesen and Sue
Schnickel attended on behalf of St Peder’s. Leslee Nestingen was also there as a member of the
Reference and Counsel Committee.
Bishop Ann Svennungsen was re-elected for a second 6-year term on the second ballot. Ms. Felecia
Boone, of Calvary Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, was elected as the Synod Vice President. We also
approved the slate of candidates to serve as voting members at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. St
Peder’s member Sue Schnickel is an alternate voting member to that assembly.
We approved the budget for the coming year - and received the good news that income exceeded
expenses in this past year. We passed a resolution encouraging our Synod and congregations to
support gun violence prevention measures.

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton attended our assembly, and preached at the opening worship service
as well as presenting the ELCA annual report – and presiding over the assembly during the Bishop
election procedures. We are in good hands with her as the leader of the ELCA!
The Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria is our Synod’s global mission partner - and their Archbishop
Musa Panti Filibus was our keynote speaker. He is also the current President of the Lutheran World
Federation. (The first missionaries to Nigeria were from Denmark - and St Peder’s designated 5% of
our Generation to Generation Capital Campaign gifts to support ministry in the LCCN.)
Other synods across the ELCA met in assembly the same weekend - and two of them elected the first
African American women to serve as Bishops in the ELCA.

Mission Control we are ready and getting set
to go to the ELCA National Gathering, June
27-July 1, 2018!
Six St Peder’s Youth (Owen Johnson, Evan
Brown-Ton, Chris Parshall, Forrest Paulson,
Isabelle Geroux and Alaiyah NelsenTobechukwu) along with chaperones, Gina
Sekelski and Shannon Kearns will be in
Houston for the 2018 ELCA National Youth
Gathering.
Please pray for the youth and
leaders as they prepare and
while they are in Houston.

Uprising Theatre Company (the company Shannon founded and runs) will be premiering the third
show of their 2018 season right here at St. Peder’s! Called a “site specific show” this performance will
take place in the St. Peder’s kitchen (yes! the kitchen!!). You won't be asked to interact with the actor
or participate in anyway. This is a traditional theatre experience in an untraditional space. The show
will open to the public on June 1. For tickets and information go to
www.uprisingtheatreco.com/tickets

Apples In Winter by Jennifer Fawcett, directed by Shalee Coleman, featuring Gina Sauer
Twenty-two years ago, Miriam’s son, Robert, committed a horrible crime. Robert was caught, tried,
and convicted of first-degree murder and has been sitting on death row ever since. In seven hours the
state will execute him. As is the tradition, Robert is granted a last meal. His request: a slice of his
mother’s apple pie.
This is a powerful show that you will not want to miss. Each performance will be followed by a
facilitated talkback. Uprising will also have several community partners present at each performance
so you can get involved in bringing action to these issues.

St. Peder’s library has books for all ages that would be
perfect to curl up with this summer! Have a look at the New
Acquisitions bookshelf, for starters.
In keeping with the ELCA’s racial justice initiative, check out
these provocative titles: Between the World and Me (poignant
advice of a black father to his teenage son about how to
survive in America), Just Mercy, The New Jim Crow, Locking
Up Our Own, A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota,
and many others. For teens (or adults), it’s hard to beat John
Lewis’ 3-part graphic novel, March, about the civil rights
movement; for kids, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry or Let’s Talk About Race (a beautiful book for
young children). For adult fiction on race, try Kidd’s The Secret Life of Bees or Edward Jones’ The
Known World. For memoirs, Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings or Nelson Mandela’s
Long Walk to Freedom.
How about the “best spiritual book of the year”: Getting to the Heart of Interfaith: The Eye-Opening,
Hope-Filled Friendship of a Pastor, a Rabbi & and Imam (and one author, the pastor, is local). Or The
Scarlet Cord: Conversations with God’s Chosen Women, an inspiring new book by a local author
about women in the Bible.
Want to know why St. Peder’s Danes are so happy? Try The Little Book of Hygge. Or maybe Full
Heart Living: Conversations with the Happiest People I Know. Pastor Julie’s Lenten reading, Tales of
The Pointless People, is available, as is Shannon’s adult study, Rob Bell’s easy-reading,
transformative bestseller, What Is the Bible?. Looking for a bestseller or an award-winner, fiction or
non-fiction? It is easy to find them at a glance because of the labels on our book spines.
We have beautiful children’s books on all topics, including nature and science, caring for creation,
prayer and children’s relationship to God, biography (such as Malala), immigration, history (how about
the Martin Luther pop-up book?), feelings and problem-solving, Bible stories, social justice (see A is
for Activist). Just check out the Red Cart. And the art in these books is so great, adults should check
them out, too!
Continued from front page…..

There was also a question about whether this is a need or a want? It wasn’t too long ago we were
trying to teach that at our house. It is good to be reminded to think like that. So, I’ll try to leave
you with my answer:



Do we need these solar panels on our roof? No. We will still be able to turn on the lights and
keep our milk cool. I’m always thankful that we have the resources to pay our bills.
Do we want these solar panels on our roof? That’s what we’re trying to figure out.

In addition to those options, (need or want) I would add one more: “Should” we have these solar
panels on our roof? Any answer to that is probably an opinion, but I believe yes. And here’s why:




St. Peder will rely less on carbon heavy energy sources
St. Peder will show a path for others to follow and hopefully even improve on.
Financially it’s a clear reduction in our expenses.

This, by the way, is the opinion of a converted sceptic.
Thanks, Curt Petersen, Council President

The ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice has issued a draft
social statement after years of study and intentional listening
regarding women and justice. They are inviting the whole church –
that means you – to provide input on the draft statement by
September 30. After receiving the information from the evaluation, a
final statement will be proposed to the Churchwide Assembly in
2019. You’re invited to participate in a couple of different ways:


Read the statement and respond on your own. We will have
paper copies available in the church office.



Read the statement and attend a hearing sponsored by the
Synod. Dates for the hearing are not yet published, but there will
be at least two options in September. Details will be shared as
they become available.



Read the statement and attend a conversation at St Peder’s
facilitated by Pastor Julie. The conversation will be in early
September - watch for more information coming later this summer!

Please consider taking the time to participate in this opportunity to shape a social statement that guides
our practices as a church body.

Thank you to everyone for your help with the Fair Trade
Event. Whether you were setting up, shopping, selling,
serving or admiring, thank you! We sold $1250 worth of
merchandise in an hour. Your support makes a
difference! Ten Thousand Villages works to provide a
living wage, good working conditions, sustainable
practices and long term partnerships all over the world.
Tusind tak!

Please stop in the office and check
to make sure your contact
information is correct. The
directory is in the red binder. Please
make any corrections to your
listing. Thank you!

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to
share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on
Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the 5th month
of 2018. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of April
Year to Date
Expenses
Month of March
Year to Date
Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

$ 22,563.13
$ 77,957.01

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

26,201.93
104,007.72

$ 25,060.04
$ 104,481.92

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

25,411.95
101,854.05

YTD

$ 9,333.32
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