Every year at St. Peder’s we use a little under 39,000 kWh of electricity to keep our
building lit in the dark and cooled in the heat. According to the U.S. Energy
Information Administration (www.eia.gov), nationwide, the production of electricity
is:
62.7% fossil fuels (that’s 24,500 kWh at St. Peder’s)
20% Nuclear (7800 kWh at St. Peder’s)
0.3% Other (120 kWh at St. Peder’s)
17.1% Renewables (6650 kWh at St. Peder’s)

Our Green Team has been hard at work researching the installation of a solar
array on our roof. They found that we should be able to install a 40-kW array of
panels on our roof that are expected to produce around 45,000 kWh each year,
provided the sun shines here like it usually does. That would put our entire electric
usage into the renewables slot, and additionally push some back into the grid to
power other users.
We would be entering into a capital lease contract for at least thirteen years with a
company called iDEAL Energies. They would manage the entire array, the
electricity produced, and maintenance of the equipment while the lease is in effect.
After that time, the equipment and the energy produced is entirely ours. We could
choose to continue a maintenance-only contract with them at that time if we want.
Of course, none of this is completely free, but we should see no increase in our
electricity costs for the term of the contract (except inflation, of course). After the
thirteen years, all the electricity produced belongs to us to use, or sell back to Xcel.
The council is inviting the congregation to an informational meeting on May 20th
after worship to answer questions and learn about this opportunity. Members of
the Green Team and a representative from iDEAL Energies will be there.
We will follow up with a congregational meeting in June to vote whether or not to
enter into this contract.

•
•
•

Please join us to learn about this opportunity,
Curt Petersen, Council President

•
•
•

That’s the theme of the ELCA Campaign that is in its final
year of a five-year goal to raise $198 million for various
ministries. So far, $144 million has been raised - with a gift
of $2,500 from St Peder’s Tabitta Kassen Endowment Fund
adding to that total this month.
The campaign features four priorities – Congregations, Hunger and Poverty, Leadership, and
Global Church - and offers members the opportunity to invest in the future of our church and
share the message of God’s grace in the world today and for many years to come. One result
of the campaign was to open a new Young Adults in Global Mission program in Rwanda
where Amanda Vetsch in now serving.
In addition, more than 520 students have received seminary scholarships - and 2017 saw
$21.5 million donated to ELCA World Hunger, a 15% increase in giving that supports 518
projects in 62 countries (including the U.S.).
The $2,500 given by St Peder’s will go to the ELCA’s International Women Leaders Initiative –
and will be matched 100%! The funds invest in the education of women and the future of
communities around the world. One way this happens is that women from across the globe
receive financial support to attend an ELCA college in the U.S.
If you’d like to learn more, check out the ELCA website and “Always Being Made New” – the
ELCA Campaign. https://www.elca.org/Campaign-for-the-ELCA

Celebrate Spring with our Fair Trade Event! We
will have creative and useful gifts from Ten
Thousand Villages for sale after church on
Sunday, May 6th. This is a perfect opportunity to
help support artisans from around the world and
purchase delightful gifts. Mother’s Day is the
next Sunday! All proceeds support the work of
Ten Thousand Villages whose mission is to
create opportunities for artisans in developing
countries to earn income by bringing their
products and stories to our markets through long
-term, fair trading relationships

Bring a favorite dish and invite a
friend to join us as we gather for
fun, food, and fellowship on
Friday, May 18 at noon in the
Fellowship Hall. It will be our last
potluck until September, so don’t
miss this chance to share lunch
with other St Peder’s folks!

Our theme for the month is Connecting Faith to Action. What does your faith inspire you to DO in the world? How
does the volunteer or activism work you’re involved in connect to your faith?
Check out our new page on the St. Peder’s website! http://www.stpeders.org/ministries/pub-theology/ . You can
sign up to get email reminders about Pub Theology, access the readings for each month, and see dates/themes.

Over the summer, anyone who wants to join in can
read “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson. Then, on July
8th after the Sunday service, we’ll gather together
for some treats and a discussion about the book.
More about the book from Amazon: Bryan Stevenson
was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal
Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to
defending those most desperate and in need: the
poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and
children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal
justice system. One of his first cases was that of
Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t
commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever.
Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age,
a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in
the pursuit of true justice.
This book club is sponsored by the St. Peder’s Journey Toward Racial Justice group. Spend your
summer reading and growing with your community.

May 6: Introduction to Queer Theology part 1
What does the Bible say about LGBTQ issues?
With guest Rev. Adam Rao we’ll enter into what the
Bible says (and doesn’t say) about sexuality and
gender identity.
May 13: Introduction to Queer Theology part 2
In this final session we’ll dive more deeply into
how LGBTQ people have started to read and
interpret the Bible as a text for liberation and
justice. You’ll be introduced to some new thinkers
and theologians and explore how dig into the text
from an LGBTQ lens.

May 6th: Fair Trade Sunday
9 am Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 am Adult Faith Formation
May 13
9 am Worship/Youth Faith Formation
Last Day of Faith Formation for Youth &
Adults
May 20: Youth Sunday
9 am Worship & Blessing of the Graduates
May 27
9 am Worship

On May 20th in our regular Sunday worship
service we’ll celebrate the end of another
year of Faith Formation. We will thank the
teachers, bless the graduates, and hear a
word from Shannon Kearns, our director of
Faith Formation. This will be a
fun Sunday and you won’t want to miss it!

Peace Camp will be August 6-9th from 5:30
to 7:30pm (a simple dinner will be provided
each night).
Our theme for 2018 is The Voyage of Faith!
Come explore different ways to connect with
God and each other. We’ll learn about
different things each night, sing songs, play
games, and share together!
To sign up, contact Shannon!

On Youth Sunday, May 20th, we’ll celebrate
and bless our 2018 graduates. If you have a
graduate who should be recognized, please
reach out to Shannon
(faithformation@stpeders.org) with their
name.

Thank You for
Supporting our
Trip to Houston!
Six St Peder’s Youth
(Owen Johnson, Evan
Brown-Ton, Chris Parshall,
Forrest Paulson, Isabelle Geroux, and Alaiyah
Nelsen-Tobechukwu) along with chaperones,
Gina Sekelsky and Shannon Kearns, will be in
Houston for the 2018 ELCA National Youth
Gathering.
Thank you so much to everyone who gave to
this special fundraiser!! With your generosity
we raised $3,572!!
Thank you for your generous support!

“Give God no rest” (Isaiah 62:6-7) until that day when “the wolf and the lamb shall feed together.
… They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord” (Isaiah 65:25) (ELCA
social statement, “For Peace in God’s World”).
In recent days we have witnessed, with additional horror, further atrocities in Syria in a conflict
that has taken almost countless lives over the past seven years and displaced millions of Syrians
and others.
Following the April 13 air strikes conducted by the armed forces of the United States, the United
Kingdom and France, the president and the general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation
issued a statement that I encourage ELCA members to read and prayerfully consider.
Our church is responding to the needs of Syrian refugees and displaced people through the
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC), in
coordination with ACT Alliance (formerly Action by Churches Together). The IOCC has been
assisting those in need in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan to ensure food security, establish shelter,
and provide better access to water and sanitation facilities, among other activities. LWF-Jordan is
working with Syrian refugees and host communities in Amman, Mafraq, Irbid and in the Zaatari
refugee camp, bolstering livelihoods through cash transfers and skills training in agriculture
practices and improved technologies for vegetable production in home gardens to benefit
malnourished children, pregnant and lactating women, and sick people. They are also providing
psychosocial support, particularly among women. We plan to continue and intensify this work.
In the face of this ongoing humanitarian crisis, our nation also needs to open its arms again to
receive Syrian refugees for resettlement in the United States. We will continue to work in
ecumenical partnership as we pray, advocate and work to receive refugees.

Last, but not least, our government, as part of the international community, needs to redouble its
efforts to work diligently for a diplomatic resolution of this conflict. As U.N. Secretary General
António Guterres said earlier this weekend, “There is no military solution to the crisis. The
solution must be political.”
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Be a part of the response:
Pray
Please pray for all those affected by the refugee crisis. Remember those who have lost
thing and all those who are working to respond.

every-

Give
Your gifts are needed now to help with immediate relief. Gifts designated for the Middle East and
Europe Refugee Crisis will be used in full (100 percent) to assist those directly impacted and have
fled for safety.

This is a great family activity for ages 5 and up (children must be
accompanied by an adult). We will be hand-packing nutritious
Manna Pack meals specifically designed to reverse malnutrition in
children. Packs are shipped throughout the world to areas of
greatest need. St. Peder’s members have supported this great local
charity for years. If you’ve never volunteered there before, you’ll be
amazed how well organized the packing system is—and it’s fun!
Can’t stand for 2 hours? No problem! There are sitting jobs as well!

990 Lone Oak Road, Ste 136
Eagan, MN 55121
We have reserved 20 packing spots!
Hope to see you there!

Join us! Saturday, May 19th from 9-11 am. Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board.

Uprising Theatre Company (the company Shannon founded and runs) will
be premiering the third show of their 2018 season right here at St. Peder’s!
Called a “site specific show” this performance will take place in the St. Peder’s kitchen (yes! the
kitchen!!). On May 30th and 31st at 7:30 pm there will be two special preview shows exclusively for the
members of St. Peder’s. These will be free events but you do need to RSVP. To get a ticket, please
call or email Shannon in the church office. There are only 25 seats available per performance so RSVP
early. The show will open to the public on June 1. For tickets and other information go
to www.uprisingtheatreco.com/tickets
by Jennifer Fawcett, directed by Shalee Coleman, featuring Gina Sauer
Twenty-two years ago, Miriam’s son, Robert, committed a horrible crime. Robert was caught, tried, and convicted
of first-degree murder and has been sitting on death row ever since. In seven hours the state will execute him. As
is the tradition, Robert is granted a last meal. His request: a slice of his mother’s apple pie.
This is a powerful show that you will not want to miss. Each performance will be followed by a facilitated talkback.
Uprising will also have several community partners present at each performance so you can get involved in
bringing action to these issues.

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our congregation, but to
share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love. TOGETHER we work on
Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your offerings through the 5th month of
2018. A detailed financial summary report is available at the church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of March
Year to Date

$ 17,413.87
$ 55,393.88

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

26,851.93
77,805.79

Expenses
Month of March
Year to Date

$ 29,380.19
$ 79,421.88

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

$
$

25,480.70
76,442.10

Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

YTD

$ 6,999.99

With the blooming of spring, Magnum Chorum delivers the gorgeous choral
masterwork, Ein deutsches Requiem by Johannes Brahms, with four hands
piano and soloists, Sonja DuToit Tengblad and Justin Staebell under the
direction of guest conductor, Matthew Olson. This rarely heard piano version
celebrating faith and human resilience will set your soul soaring! The first
concert will take place on Saturday, May 5 at 8 pm at Nativity of Our Lord
Catholic Church (1900 Wellesley Ave. St Paul, 55105). That same weekend, a
second concert will be held on Sunday, May 6 at 3 pm at the Church of the
Annunciation (509 West 54th Street, Minneapolis, 55419). For more information
or to order tickets go to www.magnumchoir.org.

The annual Mother’s Day Brunch will be held on Sunday, May 13, 2018 from 9:30 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. at the Danish American Center located at 3030 West River Parkway in
Minneapolis. The breakfast includes an egg dish, æbleskiver (pancake balls), fruit, Danish
pastries, rugbrød (pumpernickel) with cheese and salami, juice and coffee. The cost for
adults is $11.00, all children ages 5-11 are $5.00 and under 5 are free. No reservations
needed – just come! For more information, call 612-724-7705. Hope to see you there for
this well attended event !

The inaugural recital on the new Christ Church pipe organ will be performed by internationally acclaimed
organist Gregory Peterson. The recital will take place at 2:00 pm on Sunday, May 20, in the church
sanctuary, a National Historic Landmark designed by influential architect Eliel Saarinen in 1949. The
recital is free and open to the public and will be followed by a reception. Christ Church Lutheran is
located in the Longfellow neighborhood at 3244 34th Avenue South in Minneapolis.

Are you ready to help out at the biggest event of the year at the DAC? We certainly
hope so! Danish Day is Sunday June 3rd from 10:30 to 4:00 p.m.
We need help setting up the grounds - if that's your thing call Paul Jensen at
(612) 721-6136 or e-mail at pjense@gmail.com
Some of you may rather hang around the sweet stuff and would like to help out at the bakery. You should
call Renee Showalter-Hanson at (952) 261-8839 or e-mail at rshowhan66@gmail.com
Or if you'd like to help in the kitchen on either Saturday June 2nd or Sunday June 3rd with the prep work and
assembly of the sandwiches, you should call Ginny Leppart at 612-532-5750 or email at
gleppart@comcast.net. Thanks for considering and we hope to see you there!

Pastor: Rev. Julie Ebbesen
Director of Outreach and
Faith Formation: Shannon Kearns
Office Coordinator: Jeannie Farrell
Accounts Manager: Debbie Wolking
Organist & Choral Director: Terrance Olson
Caretaker: Jim Austin
Sound Engineer: John Geroux III (volunteer)

pastorjulie@stpeders.org
faithformation@stpeders.org
office@stpeders.org
bookkeeping@stpeders.org
music@stpeders.org

