Splendid are the heavens high,
Beautiful the radiant sky,
Where the golden stars are shining
And their rays to earth inclining,
Beck’ning us to heav’n above,
Beck’ning us to heav’n above.

(

And this star as bright as day,

Which will never lead astray
With its message so appealing,
Is the Word of God, revealing
Christ to us as Lord and King,
Christ to us as Lord and King.
N.F.S. Grundtvig, 1810
May the light of the Christ child bring peace and hope to
our world – and our homes.

•
•

Blessings in these Advent and Christmas Days,
St Peder’s Staff
Jeannie Farrell Shannon Kearns Jim Austin
Deborah Wolking Terrance Olson Pastor Julie Ebbesen

•
•

As you do your holiday shopping, don’t forget the opportunity we
have at St Peder’s to share our blessings with others. This year’s
gifts will go again to the Center for Victims of Torture and The
Division of Indian Work. Every year, your generosity is
received with gratitude by these organizations!
Sunday, December 3 is GIFT SUNDAY when you’ll be invited to
bring your unwrapped gifts or gifts cards forward as we gather
them around the altar. (We do not need wrapping paper
or ribbon.)
Gifts for children are given to the Division of Indian Work.
Books, games, toys and stuffed animals, as well as outerwear
garments, are needed.
Because many refugees are not from cold climates, The Center
for Victims of Torture needs outerwear gifts for adults (gloves,
hats, and scarves), thermal underwear – tops and bottoms for
both men and women (all sizes), warm socks, and heat packets
for hands and feet that are sold at gas stations and sports stores.
Many clients use public transportation in every kind of weather,
and waiting for a bus can get cold! Gift cards for Target, etc. so
that the recipients can purchase snow boots and appropriate
winter shoes are helpful, too.
If you’d like to help organize the gifts for pick-up and delivery,
please contact Pastor Julie.

You are Invited! White Elephant Party
Saturday, December 8th
at 6:00 -?
Karen and Dan Vetsch’s Home
5128 34th Avenue
612-721-7385
Bring an appetizer to share and
gift if you would like
to exchange.

Sunday, December 2 at 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion, Gift Sunday
Sunday, December 9 at 9:00 a.m.
Worship with Sunday School Christmas Program
Sunday, December 16 at 9:00 a.m.
Song Service with singing around the Christmas tree
reception following worship
Sunday, December 23 at 9:00 a.m
Fourth Sunday of Advent worship
Christmas Eve services:
2:00 and 5:00 – Festival Worship
3:15 – Danish Service
Sunday, December 30 at 9:00 a.m.
First Sunday after Christmas worship
No shepherding group is in charge, bring your leftover
Christmas cookies to share during coffee hour!

Plan to stay after coffee hour on Sunday,
December 2nd for our annual Advent Festival!
We will have supplies to make advent wreaths for
your home, coloring sheets, and other crafts!
This event is for people of all ages and
crafting ability!

Our residency with Heart of the Beast Puppet and Mask Theatre (the folks who do the May
Day parade) is coming to a close!
December 8th from 10am-1pm we’ll be having a rehearsal for the pageant. Youth in 2nd12th grade should plan to be there the whole time. Children in Kindergarten and 1st grade
should plan to arrive at 11:00am and pre-school kiddos should arrive at 12:00pm.
The pageant will be on December 9th during the 9:00 service. Please plan to arrive by
8:15 and meet up in the blue classroom.

We still need quite a few member pictures! If you do not have access to a computer or
smartphone, bring in a picture for our office coordinator, Jeannie, to scan. You can leave on
her desk. For those of you with access, email your pics to Jeannie or upload directly to the
site: https://members.instantchurchdirectory.com/
Pictures are due at the end of December! Questions? Call or email Jeannie at
612-722-8000 or office@stpeders.org. Or chat with member Denise Logeland on Sundays!

To all the volunteers, people donating
supplies, and aebleskiver eaters:
Tusind Tak! Thank you!
The Aebleskive Breakfast wouldn’t
happen without you! It was a terrific time
of fellowship and food.
Gratefully, Lisa, Leslee, and Sue

December 14
Dwight and Ruth

December 20
Bethene, one more
person needed

Be sure to peruse our display of Christmas books and DVD’s
outside the office. Additional books for children can be found in
the red bin inside the library!
This time of the year is a great time to curl
up with a good book!

Our 2018 fiscal year ends as we usher in a new calendar year, and we want to make
sure any gifts you intend to give this year are counted. Thank you, as always, for
your generosity!

This month the Church Council Nominating Committee will begin the search process for
new Council members to serve a 3 year term beginning in February, 2019. Are you willing to
serve? If you are interested in being a part of St Peder’s leadership team by serving on
Council, please contact Curt Petersen, Council President, or Pastor Julie. If someone from
the Nominating Committee seeks you out and asks you to consider sharing your time and
talents in this way, please give your response prayerful consideration.
Are you willing to be a partner in leadership? Serving on Council gives you an
opportunity to play a key role in shaping our congregation’s mission in the next few years as
we continue focusing on our priorities in ministry. Serving as a Council member takes about 4
-6 hours each month – and there are treats at every Council meeting! If you have questions
about the responsibilities of Council members, please talk with Pastor Julie – or any of our
current council members listed below:
2018 Council
President: Curt Petersen
Vice President: Shawna Nelsen
Secretary: Karen Vetsch
Treasurer: Paul Odegaard
Jeremy Anderson
Sue Nielsen
Melba Granlund
Scott Wilson
Doreen Skraba
Jean Evers

Wildfires are raging across California, destroying
thousands of homes and wiping out the town of
Paradise, located north of Sacramento. Multiple
deaths have been confirmed and largescale,
mandatory evacuations are in place for multiple
communities across the state’s impacted areas as
first responders work to gain control of the fires.
Lutheran Disaster Response is working with Lutheran Social Services of Southern
California, Lutheran Social Services of ELCA.org/disaster Northern California and the
California synods to respond to this fire. As the fires are still raging, we continue to
assess the ever-changing situation to determine the best ways to respond. Gifts to
Lutheran Disaster Response designated for "U.S. wildfires" will be used to help those
affected by wildfires until the response is complete. Together, we can help provide
immediate and long-lasting support. St Peder’s Council approved a gift of $1,000 from
the Tabitta Kassen Endowment Fund to LDR at their November meeting. If you’d like
to support the work of LDR, you can give to St Peder’s (designated for LDR wildfires)
and we will forward your gift to Lutheran Disaster Response. You can also give online
by going to the ELCA website at www.elca.org/disaster. 100% of your gift directly
supports the work of LDR.
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2019 are on the table in the narthex. Please take
yours home after worship on December 2. (If you would like yours mailed to you,
please call Jeannie at the church office.)

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our
congregation, but to share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love.
TOGETHER we work on Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your
offerings through the 10th month of 2018. A detailed financial summary report is available at the
church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of October
$ 19,591.46
Budget for the month
$ 25,201.91
Year to Date
$ 204,100.60
Budget Year to Date
$ 255,219.18
Expenses
Month of October
Year to Date
Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

$ 23,682.50
$ 254,258.59

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

YTD

$ 23,333.30

$
$

24,868.53
255,979.53

December 2, 2018 Worship with Holy Communion
Greeters: Nancy and Stephanie Hawkinson
Ushers: Cameron Jamison and Dale Montgomery
Acolyte: Siri Vossen
Reader: JeriLynn Young
Communion Set Up & Clean Up: Wendy Legge, Sue Schnickel
Communion Assistants (Intinction): Dwight Lundeby, Paul Aitchison, Peter Juhl
Nursery: Shawna Nelsen and Eva Tangen
Counters: Steve Austin and Paul Odegaard
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 3:
Sonja Walker & Joe and Annalise Munnich
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 8
December 9, 2018 Sunday School Christmas Program
Greeters: Chris and Mindy Anderson
Ushers: Jim Nelson and Julie Ebbesen
Acolyte: Andrew Hawks
Reader: Marcia Rocheleau
Nursery: Alice Bekke and Karen Vetsch
Counters: Marcia Rocheleau and John Skraba
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 10:
Glen and Martha Olsen & Paul and Michelle Aitchison
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 1
December 16, 2018 Song Service
9 am Worship followed by singing around the tree – 10:15
Greeters: Ron and Kathy Moir
Ushers: Curt Peterson and Mark Jenson
Acolyte: Malcolm Munnich
Readers: Wendy Legge/TBD
Nursery: Ruth Thomsen and Nicky Taylor
Counters: Jackie West and Eva Tangen
LSS Safe House Dinner for October 17:
Gerda Lyon and Tim and Elizabeth Anderson
Social Hour hosted by the Council
December 23, 2018 Worship
Greeters: Kerry and Jill Audette
Ushers: Susan Schnickel and Paul Aitchison
Acolyte: Max Sandstrom
Reader: Joe Munnich
Nursery: TBD and Bethene Hunsberger
Counters: Cameron Jamison and Bruce Simpson
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 24: Office
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 2
December 24, 2018 2 pm
Greeters: John and Nanette Geroux
Ushers: Cameron Jamison & TBD
Acolyte: Alec Peterson
Reader: Judy Hogan

December 24, 2018 - 3:15 Danish Service
Greeters: Lisa Jensen &Butch Vossen
Ushers: Paul Jensen & Al Nielsen
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Reader: Lis Jorgensen

December 24, 2018 Worship 5 pm
Greeters: Dick and Rita Juhl
Ushers: Jim Austin and Steve Austin
Acolyte: Alice Petersen
Reader: Martha Olsen
December 30, 2018
Greeters: Michael and Alison O’Day
Ushers: Lisa Jensen and Peter Paulson
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Reader: Nick Legeros
Nursery: Julie Ebbesen and Curt Petersen
Counters: Annalise Munnich and Darrick Jensen
LSS Safe House Dinner for December 31: Cameron and Patricia Jamison
Social Hour: Bring your leftover Christmas cookies to share!

Pastor: Rev. Julie Ebbesen
Director of Outreach and
Faith Formation: Shannon Kearns
Office Coordinator: Jeannie Farrell
Accounts Manager: Debbie Wolking
Organist & Choral Director: Terrance Olson
Caretaker: Jim Austin
Sound Engineer: John Geroux III (volunteer)

pastorjulie@stpeders.org
faithformation@stpeders.org
office@stpeders.org
bookkeeping@stpeders.org
music@stpeders.org

