Wednesdays in Lent: Living in Today’s World
Ash Wednesday is on March 6. We will have soup supper from
5:30 – 6:30, and worship with Holy Communion and Imposition
of Ashes at 7:00 p.m.
Beginning on Wednesday, March 13 through Wednesday, April
10, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for soup supper from 5:30
– 6:30 as usual. This year, however, we will begin our time for
reflection and worship at 6:45 p.m. - and we will remain in the
Fellowship Hall. We will likely conclude each week by 7:30 or so.
Each of the 5 weeks we’ll view a Ted Talk (about 20 minutes) and
have time for conversation before ending the evening with a short
worship service. (We’re going to take a sabbatical from Holden
Evening Prayer this year.)
The Ted Talks will be shown with sub-titles to make it easier for
those of us with hearing loss. Each week, we’ll explore some
aspect of how we can live in today’s world in ways that ease our
stress and bear fruit of abundant life.
Join us for this time together during these weeks of Lent!
Soup Supper schedule for Wednesdays in Lent
March 6 (Ash Wednesday)
Group 3
March 13
Group 4
March 20
Group 5
March 27
Group 6
April 3
Group 7
April 10
Group 8
(Shepherding Groups 1 and 2 are off this year... but if you’d like to
help with a soup supper, just contact someone from Groups 3 - 8.)

•
•
•
•
•

On the coldest night of the Polar Vortex, the furnace at the
parsonage decided it was done working! The 1990 motor was
obsolete, so a new furnace was needed. Fortunately, even in
extreme weather with lots of furnaces needing work done,
Hoffman Cooling and Heating came out at 1:00 a.m. Wednesday
morning to take a look and repair it if possible. It was not possible
to repair, but by 4:00pm a new furnace (and the inside coil for a
new AC unit) was installed. The temperature in the house was 46 degrees when the new
thermometer came on – and it took 20 hours to get warmed back up! Pastor Julie and puppy
Bella holed up in the small TV room with the door closed and a space heater for most of the
duration without a furnace, occasionally using the oven to heat the kitchen a bit to keep the
pipes from freezing.
Hoffman Cooling and Heating were great to work with – professional and friendly and helpful
during a stressful time! Thanks, too, to Jim Austin for coming out on a very cold night and
trying to get the furnace running again!

Every 1st and 3rd Wednesday the whirring of the sewing machine and laughter of the quilters
resounds in the halls of St. Peder’s. This faithful group of sewers and pinners (you don’t need
to know how to sew to join this ministry, did you know that?!) makes quilts from donated fabric
and sends them off to Lutheran World Relief, who then distributes the quilts worldwide. LWR
spends around $1.3 million to operate this program, distributing about $13 million worth of
quilts and kits each year. The quilts are brought to the warehouse where they are packed and
stored until they are shipped. It costs about $2.25 to deliver one mission quilt. To learn more
about LWR or to donate, go to: https://lwr.org/. If you have fabric to donate to the quilters,
feel free to drop off in the office and Jeannie will make sure they get it!

LWR warehouse in South St. Paul.

Quilts created by St. Peder’s quilters are
blessed before being sent off to LWR’s
warehouse.

If you’ve been attending worship and other activities for a while, and are
considering becoming a member, you’re invited to join St Peder’s on New
Member Sunday, March 10. Please contact Pastor Julie at
pastorjulie@stpeders.net – or at 612/722-8000 – to let her know. We’d love
to welcome you as a partner in our mission to joyfully serve the
gospel with open hearts and hands and doors!

We had a room full of folks who came to the session on Funeral Planning led by Pastor Julie
on February 17. We’ll hold the same session again this summer for those who couldn’t be
there this winter. Watch for the announcement of date and time in the May Messenger.

Sunday, March 3
9 am Worship with Holy Communion
9 am Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 Adult Faith Formation
Wednesday, March 6
5:30 Soup Supper
7 pm Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, March 10
9 am Worship
9 am Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 Adult Faith Formation
Wednesday, March 13
5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:45 pm Lenten Reflections
Sunday, March 17
9 am Worship
9 am Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 Adult Faith Formation

Wednesday, March 20
5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:45 pm Lenten Reflections
Sunday, March 24
9 am Worship
9 am Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 Adult Faith Formation
Wednesday, March 27
5:30 pm Soup Supper
6:45 pm Lenten Reflections
Sunday, March 24
9 am Worship
9 am Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 Adult Faith Formation
Sunday, March 31
9 am Worship
9 am Youth Faith Formation
10 am Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 Adult Faith Formation

Join in as we watch Coco on the big screen!! We will provide
popcorn and drinks, you bring a snack to share!
Here’s more about the movie:
Despite his family’s baffling generations-old ban on music, Miguel
dreams of becoming an accomplished musician like his idol,
Ernesto de la Cruz. Desperate to prove his talent, Miguel finds
himself in the stunning and colorful Land of the Dead following a
mysterious chain of events. Along the way, he meets charming
trickster Hector, and together, they set off on an extraordinary
journey to unlock the real story behind Miguel’s family history.

The famous theologian, Karl Barth, once said, “… the Faithful should not
deceive themselves into thinking that they are a religious society, which has to
do with certain themes; they live in the world. We still need … the Bible and
the newspaper.” At this next pub theology, we’ll be joined by Adam Rao to
discuss the future and purpose of the church and its intersection with the
world, journalism, and current events. All are welcome to join.

All these questions and more! All are welcome to join.
Questions? Email Shannon at faithformation@stpeders.org

March 8
Sue and Al Nielsen

March 22
Sue and John Schnickel

In a nation deeply divided and plagued by poverty and violence, Barking
to the Choir offers a snapshot into the challenges and joys of life on the
margins. Sergio, arrested at age nine, in a gang by age twelve, and
serving time shortly thereafter, now works with the substance-abuse
team at Homeboy to help others find sobriety. Jamal, abandoned by his
family when he tried to attend school at age seven, gradually finds forgiveness for his schizophrenic mother. New father Cuco, who never knew his own dad, thinks
of a daily adventure on which to take his four-year-old son. These former gang members uplift
the soul and reveal how bright life can be when filled with unconditional love and kindness.
This book is guaranteed to shake up our ideas about God and about people with a glimpse at
a world defined by more compassion and fewer barriers. Gently and humorously, Barking to
the Choir invites us to find kinship with one another andre-convinces us all of our
own goodness. If you would like a copy you can purchase one from Shannon from $11.00

How does the work of documentary filmmakers shape our views and our beliefs? How does
experiencing how someone else lives impact how we think about large issues? Each week
we’ll watch a short documentary (45 minutes or less) and talk about it afterwards!
March 24: Heroin(e): Once a bustling industrial town, Huntington, West Virginia has become
the epicenter of America's modern opioid epidemic, with an overdose rate 10 times the
national average. This flood of heroin now threatens this Appalachian city with a cycle of
generational addiction, lawlessness, and poverty. But within this distressed landscape,
Peabody Award winning filmmaker Elaine McMillion Sheldon shows a different side of the fight
against drugs; one of hope.
March 31: Notes from Dunblane: Lessons From A School Shooting: In the wake of the
2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre that took the lives of 20 first graders and their
teachers, local clergymen Father Bob Weiss receives a letter from a fellow priest in Dunblane,
Scotland, whose community suffered an eerily similar fate in 1996. From across the Atlantic,
the two priests forge a poignant bond through the shared experience of trauma and healing.

April 7: Out of Many, One: The United States has long offered a promise of opportunity and
safety to arriving immigrants - The American Dream. However, currently facing a time of deep
political, social, and cultural divide, immigration has become a divisive issue.

We commend to God’s everlasting love these saints of St Peder’s who’ve recently died.
Don Hansen died at his residence in Edina on January 9. His memorial service was on
January 19 at St Peder’s. Don was 91. He was very active in this congregation for many,
many years including serving as Congregational President for two terms not long ago. Don
was preceded in death by his wife, Carma, who died 4 years ago. We remember his family in
our prayers in this time of loss.
Russell Rapp was a long-time member of St Peder’s and he died in his home in Hospice
Care on January 18. He was 88. His funeral was January 24. Russ was active in the Boy
Scout Troop that met at St Peder’s for a number of years. We remember his family in our
prayers as they mourn his absence.
Gene Paulson died unexpectedly on February 4 after
a fall on the ice the day before. He was 91. A long-time
active member, Gene was most active in creating and
updating our facility, from the sanctuary to the
handicapped restroom and many other projects,
including designing the parsonage. His memorial
service was February 11. We remember in prayer his
wife, Marilynn, and son Peter and family (wife Gina
Sekelsky and children Juliet and Forest) who are all
members of St Peder’s – as well as the entire family in
this time of loss.
Pat Bolstad died in February and her funeral was at
Lake Nokomis Lutheran Church. She was active in
Meals on Wheels for many years during her time at St
Peder’s. We remember her family in our prayers.
We give thanks to God for the lives of these baptized
children of God - and entrust them to God’s everlasting
embrace.

The family of Gene Paulson would like to extend our heartfelt thanks
to all of the members at St. Peder's for your love & support during the
last few weeks.

Easter Memorial / Honorary Plants
Memorial plants may be ordered to decorate and beautify our sanctuary for Easter.
Orders need to be at church by Sunday, March 24th Please complete and deliver to the church
office along with payment. Thank you!
Your Name:
In Memory of OR In Honor of (Please circle). Please write as you would like it to
appear in bulletin. Thank you.

Easter Lilies

$9.00

X _________

=

___________

Mums

$9.00

X

_________

=

___________

Tulips

$9.00

X _________

=

___________

Hydrangeas

$15.00 X _________

=

___________

GRAND TOTAL

_____________

The offerings of your financial resources allow us not only to support the mission of our
congregation, but to share our resources with others in ministry so that all may know of Christ’s love.
TOGETHER we work on Christ’s behalf in the world - none of us can do it alone! Thank you for your
offerings through the 1st month of 2019. A detailed financial summary report is available at the
church office for anyone who’d like to see it.
Income
Month of January
$ 17,061.69
Budget for the month
$ 23,750.00
Year to Date
$ 17,061.69
Budget Year to Date
$ 23,750.00
Expenses
Month of January
Year to Date
Mission Support to…
Minneapolis Area Synod

$ 23,801.53
$ 23,801.53

Budget for the month
Budget Year to Date

YTD

$ 1,166.67

$
$

25,007.93
25,007.93

March 3, 2019: Holy Communion Full Table
Greeters: Ruth Thomsen and Kathryn Jensen
Ushers: Jim Nelson and Dan Peterson
Acolyte: Max Vossen
Reader: Chuck Johnson
Communion Set Up & Clean Up: Denise Logeland and Margaret Lundell
Communion Assistants (Full Table):
Bob Stanich, Wendy Legge, Sue Schnickel
Bread and Wine Provided By: Tom Dennstedt and Denise Logeland
Nursery: Shawna Nelsen and Bethene Hunsberger
Counters: Bob Stanich and Sue Schnickel
LSS Safe House Dinner for March 4:
Anne & Nick Legeros and Pete & Sheryl Juhl
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 2
Wednesday, March 6, 2019: Ash Wednesday
Ushers: Lisa Jensen
Acolyte: Alice Petersen
Communion Set Up & Clean Up: Karen Vetsch, Bev Jensen
March 10, 2019: Lent 1
Greeters: Carol Lindstrom and Ann Bexell
Ushers: Bob Stanich and Peter Paulson
Acolyte: Malcolm Munnich
Reader: Shawna Nelsen
Nursery: Chris Anderson and Nicky Taylor
Counters: Bob Stanich and Eva Tangen
LSS Safe House Dinner for March 11:
John & Nanette Geroux and Anne Schindeldecker
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 3
March 17, 2019: Lent 2
Greeters: Forest and Elizabeth Bentley
Ushers: Curt Petersen and Dan Vetsch
Acolyte: Elliette Wilson
Reader: Peter Anderson
Nursery: Joe Munnich and Julie Ebbesen
Counters: Annalise Munnich and Tim Anderson
LSS Safe House Dinner for March 18: Meg and Curt Petersen
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 4
March 24, 2019: Lent 3
Greeters: Margaret Lundell and Lee Hawks
Ushers: Paul Jensen and Paul Aitchison
Acolyte: Alec Peterson
Reader: Joe Munnich
Nursery: Nicky Taylor and Dan Vetsch
Counters: Jackie West and Shawna Nelsen
LSS Safe House Dinner for March 25:
Pat & Cameron Jamison and Alice Bekke
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 5
March 31, 2019: Lent 4
Greeters: Dan and Karen Vetsch
Ushers: Iver Jorgensen and Al Nielsen
Acolyte: Max Sandstrom
Reader: Bruce Simpson
Nursery: Ruth Thomsen and Eva Tangen
Counters: Steve Austin and Darrick Jensen
LSS Safe House Dinner for April 1:
Mark & Jodi Jenson, and Shawna Nelsen & Steve Wills
Social Hour hosted by Shepherding Group 6

Pastor: Rev. Julie Ebbesen
Director of Outreach and
Faith Formation: Shannon Kearns
Office Coordinator: Jeannie Farrell
Accounts Manager: Debbie Wolking
Organist & Choral Director: Terrance Olson
Caretaker: Jim Austin
Sound Engineer: John Geroux III (volunteer)

pastorjulie@stpeders.org
faithformation@stpeders.org
office@stpeders.org
bookkeeping@stpeders.org
music@stpeders.org

