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Hello and welcome to October! 
 

This month, I wanted to introduce, on behalf of 
the St Pederôs Reconciling in Christ task force, 
the new proposed RIC welcome statement. 
Weôll be voting to officially replace our older 
one at the next annual meeting, but I think that 
itôs a really amazing statement and one that 
can begin having an impact on us now. 

 

As a community of the people of God, we are called to be in ministry 
with all people of our world, knowing that the world can be unloving 
and an unwelcoming place. Our world is a place of injustice, aliena-
tion, divisiveness, and brokenness. Christ calls us to reconciliation, 
wholeness, and community. We strive to be a place of peace, rest, 
and to be made whole by Godôs infinite love and grace. 
-St. Pederôs welcomes all people. We welcome every race, culture, 
age, ability, family structure, economic status, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, and gender expression. 
-As a congregation, we humbly commit: to the holy work of listening, 
learning, and repentance; to transform traditions and practices that are 
harmful, unjust or unwelcoming; and to grow in ways to act in God's 
love by advocating for anti-racism, LGBTQIA+ rights, social and eco-
nomic justice and environmental stewardship. 
-We are all parts of the body of Christ and unique individuals created 
by God. We love and accept everyone as they are. We commit to hon-
or everyoneôs unique experiences and gifts as we journey together  
in Christ. 
 

All Are Welcome Here! 
 

When I met with the group last month, I was struck by a few observations 
made in the discussion. First, that this statement is a statement of intention. 
This is who we intend to be. We intend to be a place of welcome, of hospitali-
ty, of relationships, and justice. As a congregation, we are on a journey of be-
coming this kind of community. As such, this statement is something we can 
measure up to; we can revisit it and see if what we are doing reflects what we 
say we believe. 
 

Secondly, and related to the first, is that this statement means very little if 
people do not feel it when they are with us. Paul, writing to the Christian 
church in Corinth, says is this way: ñIf I speak in the tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.ò (1 Co-
rinthians 13:1) Without the love to back this statement up, without the inten-
tional practice of welcoming people and building relationships with them, this 
statement means very little. 
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Dear Fabulous Congregants of St. Pederôs,  
 

It has been so wonderful having so many people 
in worship and at other events at St. Pederôs 
over the past month, including Our Handôs, 
Godôs Work Sunday and at the Installation Sun-
day/Rally Sunday. Thank you to everyone who 
was able to attend the special service for Pastor 
Bryan, combined with our Rally Sunday events. 
The morning included a moving Installation  
service, communion, blessing of the backpacks, 
a lovely choir performance, and a bouncy house 
and an ice cream sundae bar to cap off  
the festivities.  
 

It is such a blessing having so many members 
and guests join us for this momentous occasion 
at St. Pederôs, including Pastor Craig Peterson 
from the Synod Office and family and friends of 
Pastor Bryan and family. Thank you to all who 
played a role over the past 18 months helping 
us get to this exciting new chapter for St. Ped-
erôsðfrom the Transition Team, the Call Com-
mittee, the Council, the Synod, and everyone 
who participated in our listening sessions and kept us in your prayers! Pastor Bryan, we are so 
thrilled to have you as our new Pastor at St. Pederôs and to welcome your family to  
our community.  
 

We have an exciting fall ahead, including the renewal of the St. Pederôs Choir, Faith Formation 
for youth and adults, confirmation, Îbleskive Sunday, worship with our new Pastor, and much 
more! There are a lot of ways to get involvedðplease reach out to Pastor Bryan, Jeannie, 
Council members, or myself if you are wondering how to best engage in ministry at St. Pederôs! 
Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 25, and will be held every Sunday, except for 
the 1st Sunday of the month which is Communion Sunday where we invite families to worship 
together. Each Sunday, we invite the kids to start in worship, and then head to the classroom 
following the Childrenôs Sermon. Mia will also be working with the children on some special 
musical pieces to perform in churchðmore details to come. I canôt wait to hear their beautiful 
voices in the sanctuary!  
 

I hope to see you in church or at a special event coming up this fall! Please donôt hesitate to 
reach out with ideas or questions. I know Pastor Bryan is looking forward to spending time get-
ting to know each of you as well. Sending special prayers to all as we enter this season of har-
vest and abundance and open our doors and hearts to 
what God has in store for us and St. Pederôs!   
 
 

With gratitude,  
Shawna Nelsen-Wills 
Council President 
612-408-2860; shawnanelsen3@gmail.com 
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Taking a rest from bouncing at Rally Sunday.  


