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The Messenger

Hello St. Peder’s!

I've been doing a lot of Confirmation planning, so | wanted to give you all a glimpse
into my philosophy when it comes to the process of teaching this time honored
tradition. The term “confirmation” is actually a reference to baptism - it's called
“Affirmation of Baptism” in our hymnals. Though there are many exceptions, in our
tradition, it is typically children who are baptized. When children are baptized, they
are brought before the assembled friends, family, and neighbors and they receive a
blessing. There is nothing magic about the water, nor about the hands that hold or
pour water over the head, but there is power in the words of God. In these words, we
hear God’s promises of love and inclusion for this person, we hear that they are part
of the Body of Christ, and we hear that God will never abandon them.

The parents and sponsors also make a series of promises; to bring the child to
worship, to teach them the basics of faith, to remind them that they are loved by God,
and to lead them in a life of faith (to the best of their abilities) that is rooted in God’s
Word and God’s grace. The congregation promises to love and care for them and to
support the parents and sponsors as they begin the long journey of keeping the
promises they’ve just made. In short, a lot happens in a baptism.

| like to compare baptism to a wedding. Weddings are a celebration, but the wedding
is not more important than the marriage. Baptisms are also a celebration, but the
promises that are made (and kept to the best of our abilities) are just as important.

Confirmation then is a coming of age for the students. During the confirmation
service, they take on the promises their parents made on their behalf. In this rite,
they claim for themselves the faith that was taught to them. It makes sense, then,
that during Confirmation classes, we give them the ability to think critically about the
promises they are about to make.

During these classes, then, we’ll cover the basics of faith and help them gain skills to
ask good questions, think critically about what they’re hearing and how it applies to
their lives, and give them the building blocks to find faith practices that will continue to
help them grow. And they will grow and change, just as we all grow and change; not
many of us are the same as adults as we were in 8th grade.

| grew up in days when | had to memorize verses and passages from Luther’s Small
Catechism. But, in these days, I’'m less worried with how well the students memorize
a Bible verse as with how they creatively and critically live out the faith the verse
points to. I'm less worried with perfection and more with progress and practice. That’s
my hope for all of us, and | hope that, as we confirm some of our young folks and a
new group starts their classes this month, we’ll all remember the promises of baptism
and the process of faithful growth and change.

Peace, t
Pastor Bryan =:!._‘
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Bible Study, Every Tuesday at 6 pm

Upcoming Dates: Oct. 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
Are you ready to dive a little deeper? Join us at Bible
study Tuesdays at 6:00 PM. We take this time to read
through and reflect on the readings for the coming
Sunday, as well as pray and encourage each other.
Come ready to read, discuss and learn. Bring a Bible
if you have one. Bibles are provided for those who
need one.

St. Peder’s Aebleskive Breakfast

Everyone is invited to enjoy the delicious breakfast and time at the
table with friends and family after services on Sunday,

November 12. Aebleskive will also be available to go. This event is
supported by a free-will offering and the work of many
volunteers. Thanks to all who help us uphold this long-standing tra-
dition! If you'd like to volunteer, talk with Sue Nielsen at
612-360-3936 or suenielsen76@gmail.com.

Pub Theology on Monday, October 9th at 7 pm

Come on down to Parkway Pizza for a special Pub Theology

'l e session focused on the movie/book “Oppenheimer”. We will un-
| ““ pack the film’s complex themes over pints and ponder its ethical

questions in the context of faith. It's theology- but with a twist!



Gather on The Green Success!

Gather on the Green, hosted by St.
Peder’s church on Saturday, September
9th, was a huge success! Not only were
we able to connect with non-
congregation members of the
community, but we also raised over
$2000 for the general operating fund!
We would like to give a special thank
you to the Christian Life team of Andrea,
Julie, Karen, Lisamarie, Christine,
Karissa, Eve, and JeriLynn for every-
thing they did to make the event great!
Their selfless donations of their free time and planning skills helped make this event
something that St. Peder’s is proud to have been a part of. We would also like to
extend our appreciation to everyone who volunteered their time to help set up before
and clean up after the event, and to the talented musicians that brought a lively
atmosphere to the event; Mia, Bryan, Paul, and his bandmate Katie. And a big thank
you to everyone who donated items to the silent auction. It was fun to see the different
type of items up for bid! You all made the event amazing!




Fall Women’'s Gathering
Saturday, November 4, 2023

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
1555 40TH AVE NE, COLUMBIA HEIGHTS, MN 55421

“Just Love” day retreat for women- Fall Gathering: Moms and kids can have a great
day soaking in community, fun, learning, inspiration, and more! Worship and Bible
Study led by Bishop Ann Svennungsen.

Loving Others — Loving Ourselves - This year’s topics include:

Mental Health Bible Study

overcoming loneliness Connection- Worship- Music
Women'’s prison ministry Coffee & Lunch

On-site impact projects Chair Massage

Global market Yoga

Onsite day camp for kids age 4-12

Program is complimentary if registered before October 9™ After October 9", cost
is $25. Must register for day camp BEFORE October 23™ so the appropriate
number of staff can be supplied
Day camp includes
Live puppet show and make your own puppet, Meals, Games, story time,
singing, and make and take art project, service project
Global market tour and explanation, learning session on global issues and
mental health

Registration fee will be on a sliding scale based on your ability to pay. Suggested
amounts are $25, $50, and $75. If you are unable to pay at this time, please contact
Jan at 763-757-4143 or email her at jdubats@comcast.net for scholarship information.

Find out more online at MplsWomenOfELCA.org


mailto:jdubats@comcast.net

Volunteer News and Opportunities
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October Volunteer Schedule

Thank you for sharing your time and talent at St. Peder’s!
Please try to arrange your own trades. Reminder emails are
sent weekly along with contacts for substitutes. If you are
pressed for time or have questions, please contact the office:
office@stpeders.org or 612-722-8000




St. Peder’s Evangelical

Lutheran Church

St. Peder’s affirms the

welcome of God to all persons.

Want to support our mission to joyfully live the gospel with
open hearts, open hands and open doors? Make a donation
from your smartphone by scanning the QR code or head to
this website: https://bit.ly/stpedersgiving Thank you for
sharing your gifts.

St Peder’s welcomes you to a com-
munity of faith nurtured by God’s
abundant grace, Christ’s peace and
the Spirit’s lively presence! In re-
sponse to such love, we open our
hearts and hands and doors to joyful-
ly serve our neighbor — whether it’s
you or someone across the

world. We invite you to join us for

worship or any activity at the little
church on the corner of 46™ Avenue Church Staff:
and 42™ Street in south Minneapolis.

Pastor: Rev. Bryan Odeen pastorbryan@stpeders.org
Organist/Music Ministry Coordinator:

Mia Kruse mia@stpeders.org

Office Coordinator: Lyn Town office@stpeders.org

Faith Formation: Sarah Laulunen-Raj faithformation@stpeders.org
Accounts Manager: Susan Shellberg bookkeeping@stpeders.org

Caretaker: Jim Austin

St. Peder’s Evangelical PLEASE

Lutheran Church ELCA PLACE
4600 E 42nd St. Lo

Minneapolis, MN 55406
Phone: 612-722-8000
www.stpeders.org
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